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EDITORIAL 





Ghe SPIRIT of MAMMON 

AR too many ministers are dab- 
bling in questionable enterprises. 
The church cannot have a high 
Rp m vision if the eye of its servants 
»e not single. The spirit of mammon is 
corrupting, paralysing, destroying. It 
ever seeks to gain attention of the best. 
Throughout this land the ministers of 
Christ need to re-examine themselves 
and then reassert that their one business 
is to exalt, emphasize and hold forth 
continually the transcendent value of the 
spiritual and eternal. Others will be 
mad for the possession of money, lands, 
oils, stocks, gold, silver, coal and gate 
territory; but the preacher is to be the 
conservative power in society, standing 
ever for the real soul values. To the 
man deifying gold, to him who is en- 
gaged in business trickery, to him who is 
robbing orphan and widow, he must be 
in a position to shout God’s message, 
with no wavering of an uncertain sound, 


“What doth it profit?” 
* . . 





When a minister of the Gospel turns 
away from the work of his high calling 
to dabble in speculative business ven- 
tures he usually acts very foolishly in 
three regards. It would seem that his 
eyes become blinded. First, he acts with- 
out due evidence. He who plead often 
in the pulpit for a careful examination of 
Christian evidence seems to forget en- 
tirely the need of the most careful scru- 
tiny into propositions presented to him 
when he enters the business world. He 
forgets his own lack of training and com- 
plete inability to examine into a gold 
mine, or to make a chemical analysis of 
a gold brick. He “leaps in the dark” 
and hence suffers. 

He has preached that necessary to the 
highest life is the Cross. That is, before 
any great thing can be accomplished 
there must be a corresponding cause as 
a moving force. But in business he ex- 
pects to make a fortune with a very 
meagre investment. One in a hundred 
men may do it. Nevertheless the prin- 
ciple is vicious and subversive of stable 
society. If bucket shop ethics are to con- 
trol in our ministry. the church of God 
may keep its orthodoxy, but not its 
Christianity. 

The worst feature is that the specula- 
tive preacher trades on the confidence 
of his position as a pastor. He asks 
those he has baptized, married, minis- 
tered to as pastor to invest in his 
scheme: and the money of all is usual- 
ly lost. He has betrayed one of the 
most sacred relations of life. It may be 





-_ 


said that he is sincere. We care not. 
He has lost his judgment and his con- 
science. The difference between the 
farmer who has bought the gold brick 
and the speculating preacher may be 
marked. The farmer simply returns to 
his plow sorrowful but wiser, while the 
preacher proceeds to divide his brick 
into a hundred smaller bricks and sells 
them to the orphan and widows of his 
congregation. 

Brethren, preach the Word. Be instant 
always, under all conditions—and the 
church will become mighty. 


Ghe MARCH OFFERING 

In the Far East Russia and Japan are 
savagely contending for political and 
commercial supremacy. Millions of dol- 
lars and thousands of lives will be sacri- 
ficed to political ambition and commercial 
greed. Within a few years Japan has 
discarded Roman galleys for modern bat- 
tleships. She is open to the influences 
of Christian civilization as never before 
Now is our day of opportunity. The 
larger the offering in March the more our 
Foreign Christian Missionary Society can 
do to exalt Christ above Mars in Japan. 

Read the report of Mr. Curtis, which 
appears elsewhere, concerning the influ- 
ence of missionaries in India. The whole 
structure of society in India is being per- 
meated with Christian influences for the 
uplifting of these people. American 
missions are especially helpful. Our 
Foreign Society depends largely upon the 
March offering for the success of Chris- 
tian warfare in India. 

Great issues are pending in Thibet. 
The result of the expedition England has 
sent under Younghusband may open 
Thibet to the civilized world. Our own Dr. 
Rhynhart is already on the field. The more 
difficult the mission the more determineu 
must we be to occupy the field for our 
Lord and Savior. Make the March of- 
fering so large that we can send rein- 
forcements to Thibet. 

And China, the giant of the Orient, no 
longer -a sleeping giant, but arousing 
herself and soon to be another won for 
Christ or a menace to our western 
civilization. We ought to double our mis- 
sionary forces in China. The heroic souls 
there already— Meigs, Macklin and others 
~—are calling, like the man of Macedonia, 
“Come over and help us.” If you can 
not go yourself you can send true young 
soldiers of the Cross with your means. 

Men of wealth, this is your opportunity 
Be in your places Sunday morning when 
the March offering is taken and speak out 
for God and home and every land saying 


‘Here am I with one hundred, or two 
hundred dollars, if need be to make our 
church a living link”— * * * And 
you who are not rich in this world’s 
goods, but rich in faith and love, help 
make the March offering an index in your 
home church of a genuine passion for 
soul-saving at home and abroad. The 
order of the day is the MARCH OFFER- 
ING. Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus, 
who became poor that we might be rich 
and march forward to greater things than 
ever before for our God. 





{S FREE SPEECH A MYTH? 
MONG the many apothegms of the 
many-sided bard of Stratford-on- 
weeee@ Avon none has more perennial 
ween pertinency than “Consistency, 
tuou art a jewel.” Yellow journals may 
play upon the passions and inflame the 
imagination of anarchists until a Chris- 
tian president is murdered, but to sug- 
gest moderation or at least discrimina- 
tion in referring to the chosen represent- 
atives of the people is characterized as 
“muzzling the press” or denying “free 
speech.” 

An instructor in a university may ex- 
press all sorts of erratic opinions and 
pose for newspaper notoriety during a 
decade, bringing ridicule upon the insti- 
tutions he dishonors, but if the trustees 
talk common sense for ten minutes the 
instructor poses as a martyr and nods 
assent when the sensational reporter sug- 
gests that “free speech is a myth.” Some 
years ago an erratic professor, who mis- 





took socialism for sociology, was dropped - 


from the pay roll of the University of 
Chicago for good and sufficient reasons. 
Lehre Freiheit! Lehre Freiheit! insisted 
his friends. No state university could be 
more consistent in guarding the “liberty 
of prophesying” that the University of 
Chicago. The writer was a student in 
the University of Missouri, an instructor 
in the University of Virginia and for four 
years a pastor under the shadow of the 
University of Michigan. These rank 
among the foremost state universities in 
America. The regents of none of these 
splendid institutions would have been so 
long-suffering and kind as the trustees of 
the University of Chicago have been 
toward an instructor, who again and 
again needlessly and heedlessly subjected 
to ridicule the university employing him. 
The only explanation of the fact is the 
extreme view, fostered by President Har- 
per, which the university holds of “Lehre 
Freiheit.” People and papers from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific and from the 
Lakes to the Gulf have ridiculed the uni- 
versity and advised students to shun it 
because “Lehre Freiheit” enabled one 
instructor’s erratic opinions concerning 
the “doggerel” of Christian hymns, etc., 
to overshadow the class room work of a 
hundred sane and noble teachers. These 
same people and papers will soon be con- 








































































204 THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


March 3, 1904. 





demning the trustees of the university 
for doing their duty to sane teaching as 
well as to the highest interests of the 
university and crying “Lehre Freiheit!” 
“Lehre Freiheit.” “Oh, consistency, thou 
art a jewel!” 


VNIVERSAL BIBLE DAY 
NE hundred years ago was 
© founded a society for which every 
missionary, every pastor, every 
Christian and thousands of the 
benighted have reason to be thankful. 
Next Lord’s day, March 6, the Centennial 
of the British & Foreign Bible Society is 
to be celebrated in many places through- 
out the world. In London King Edward 
and the Queen will attend a special serv- 
iee at St. Paul's Cathedral, where Eng- 
land's chief prelate will preach. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt has signified his accept- 
ance of the invitation to attend the union 
service to be held in Washington. The 
event has reference, not merely to a great 
British institution—almost the only re- 
ligious one that unites state churchmen 
and nonconformists—but to the whole 
modern movement by which the Bible has 
been translated and circulated in more 
than four hundred languages and to the 
number of nearly three hundred million 
copies throughout the world. The whole 
story is one of romantic interest and 
worthy of celebration. The anniversary 
it was on March 7, 1804, taat the parent 
society was organized, and a little over 
a decade later, in May, 1816, that the 
American society came into being—syn- 
chronises with our Foreign Society Day 
and may well be used as a text in the 
pulpits of the Disciples of Christ 
> > 7. 

On another page we give some account 
of Bible distribution in China. Our own 
missionaries in that country as well as 
in others are greatly indebted to the 
Bible societies. The British Society has 
issued translations in about 370 languages 
and the American in 100. Each society 
draws on the other for translations. For 
instance, the Zulu version, extensively 
used in South Africa, is published in New 
York, having been made by American 
Congregational missionaries Certain 
Philippine versions are published by the 
English Society, while for our Polish, 
Hungarian, Italian, French, Lithuanian 
and other immigrants we must obtain 
versions from London. The work of Bi- 
ble translation is by no means completed 
In Britain's Indian empire there are 108 
languages, spoken by seventy-four mil- 
lions of people, which have not yet been 
given the Bible. ‘In the Philippines fifty 
or more languages are without Bibles, 
and there are thirty-six European lan 
guages which have only a partial Bible 
There are at least 2,500 spoken lan- 
guages, of which but a scanty 100 have 
complete Bibles, 100 or less additional 
full New Testaments, and less than 250 
more a few books 

. > > 

In this connection we may note that 
one of the few cases in which Russia is 
tolerant towards any religious organiza- 
tion without the pale of the Russian 
church is in its attitude to the Bible 
Society. Throughout the dominions of 
the Tsar it finds e welcome and enjoys 
certain privileges and immunities. Free 
passes are given to its colporteurs and its 
books carried free on the state railways, 
while some 19 tons a year are allowed 


free on private railways. And in some 
towns the street traction companies give 
the colporteurs free tickets. In the Rus- 
sian empire last year the British Soci- 
ety’s sales exceeded 560,000 copies. Yet 
with all this circulation never was the 
Bible needed more than at the present 
time. We, as a people, haye set our- 
selves to a restoration of the vital prin- 
ciples of New Testament Christianity. 
The wide circulation of the Book, “the 
leaves of which are for the healing of 
the nations,” is an essential part of our 
chosen work. We must scatter the Word, 
as well as preach it. 


A DEADLY CANKER 


N in general disturbs the Chris- 
tian conscience but little. So 
long as life is reasonably secure 
and we can live in peace and 
quietness in our own home circle we feel 
no special responsibility for the world’s 
anguish and heart ache. To be sure, we 
occasionally give a few sheckels to mis- 
sions or some other worthy cause and in 
this way we keep on good terms with that 
“inner sentinel of the soul,” but the set- 
tled course of our lives shows that our 
interest is vague and ill-defined. 

Just what it means to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness” 
we have scarcely dared to ask ourselves, 
and yet it occupied a place of supreme 
importance in the teaching of Jesus. A 
man who has eyes to see and a brain to 
think, but who does not believe in a God 
of infinite goodness and power who is 
ever caring for His own, must end in 
hopeless pessimism. To arouse the con- 
science of the church upon the great 
moral and social questions and keep it 
aroused should be the function of the pul- 
pit and press. How the devil must laugh 
as he sees the awful moral ruin at work 
in the world, and those who are opposed 
to him striving among tnemselves over 
words without profit! What a spectacle 
must this world, yea the Christian world, 
present to an onlooker beyond the veil. 

So much time is spent upon the part 
of religious people in pronouncing their 
shibboleths and defending antiquated 
dogmas that they have but little time 
or energy left to grapple with firmness 
and steadfastness the great problems. 
And yet to whom are we to look if not 
to the church? Men of the world are too 
busy in their maddening rush for place 
and power for us to expect them to take 
the initiative. This should be the busi- 
ness of the church, the business of every 
Christian. 








There is one sin so awful that we dare 
not mention it lest we be accused of 
sensationalism, and yet its ravages are 
widespread, touching life in a thousand 
places undreamed of. A few choice, dar- 
ing spirits have thrown their lives into 
the work with a consecration worthy of 
the name Christian. But the church as 
a whole has remained for the most part 
apathetic and indifferent except for an 
occasional spasm of remorse. 

The General Ministerial Union of Los 
Angeles, California, has inaugurated a 
movement which it is hoped will become 
national in character and persistent in its 
purpose. That there is an international 
traffic in girls—an actual! buying and sell- 
ing of their souls and bodies—is startling 
indeed. But that Christian people are 
responsible for it and can stop it, when 


once fully aroused to the gravity of the 
situation, should startle us far more. 
What home is so secure that this awful 
demon of lust and iniquity may not in 
some way claim from that charmed circle 
its victim? Lives, once the “purest, have 
been defiled by its leprous touch, ending 
in ruin and death. 

The crusade in this western city was 
characterized by the earnest and united 
support of Christian people. It may be 
judged by the fact that the papers gave 
the names of a number of prominent la- 
dies who offered to throw open their 
Christian homes to shelter any unfortu- 
nate woman who might wish to escape 
from a life of sin. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS 


We call special attention to the article 
under the heading, “Taking the Offer- 
ing.” by the secretary of the Foreign 
Society. Lord’s day next, March 6, 
is the day set apart for the col- 
lection. We urge upon all the 
churches to get ready for a big blessing 
—not merely a big collection, though 
that is desirable and necessary, if we aim 
to do in any degree our duty. The “Chris- 
tian Century” has, we believe, been pub- 
lishing during the past few weeks some 
of the best missionary articles ever sent 
forth by any religious periodical. Some 
of these we sent for to get them right 
from the foreign field burning with the 
zeal and hope of the worker who knows 
because he or she has lived and seen 
and felt. May we suggest that a good way 
to reach the man or woman in your cir- 
cle not interested in missions would be 
to read them some of these articles. 

Just what purpose Dr. Minot Savage 
had in making the statement that Henry 
Ward Beecher preached some of his most 
effective sermons while in a state of 
trance we cannot conceive. Dr. Savage, 
preaching on “Divine Inspiration,” is re- 
ported to have said that an intimate 
friend of Mr. Beecher told him it was no 
uncommon thing for him to preach in a 
trance. He did not say that he always 
did, but that it was an experience that 
was not unknown to him. He would rise 
and begin to speak, when there wéuld be 
a sudden rush of blood to the head and 
he would lose consciousness, and those 
were the days when he preached his 
most wonderful sermons. He would come 
to himself to find the people leaning on 
the rail in front of him absorbed and 
intent with listening, and when some 
one would ask him what he meant by 
saying a special thing he would have 
to wait for a report of the sermon to 
learn what it was. He reports this as 
an actual experience. 

Every minister looks for inspiration in 
tue selection and delivery of his mes- 
sage, and many a man becomes so ab- 
sorbed in that message that he is as it 
were in a trance. Without God in the 
message it fails of its purpose. But to 
suppose that Mr. Beecher passed into a 
condition different from that of other 
preachers of the Word is a tax upon 
belief. It is rather late to put forward 
such a theory and it adds nothing to 
the worth of the great preacher’s ser- 
mons, 














It is aspiration that makes life rather 
than respiration. 
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HE remarkable growth of scien- 
tific thought and research during 
the last century is one of the 
Senos main features that will distin- 
guisn it for all time, both from the cen- 
turies that have gone ard from those 
that are to come. The early years of its 
birth saw many discoveries that have 
greatly helped in laying the foundations 
of what we call “modern science.” This 
spirit. of progress endured, with ever- 
inereasing force, during the whole cen- 
tury, and now in the year 1904 we are 
in the very fever and heat of the rush 
for knowledge. This restless energy of 
the men who are willing to sacrifice ev- 
ery moment of their time and every 
ounce of ‘their energy in the endeavor 
to wrest some secret from Nature, no 
matter how small, is influencing every 
phase of human life, and on all sides we 
hear the cry, “let us progress!” 

It is natural that the achievements of 
science should intensely interest the 
reading public. Our magazines and 
newspapers recognize this fact and give 
much space to both the true and the sen- 
sational. It is also natural that the meth- 
ods followed by the scientist in his work 
should excite interest and perhaps be 
applied in other directions. On examina- 
tion it will be found that the “scientific 
method” is marked by the following fea- 
tures: (1) the careful and accurate 
classification of facts and the observa- 
tion of their correlation and sequence; 
(2) the discovery of scientific law by 
aid of the imagination—the man who is 
void of imagination may collect facts, 
but he cannot make discoveries; (3) self- 
criticism and an open mind. 

Of self-criticism Faraday wrote, “The 
world little knows how many of the 
thoughts and theories which have passed 
through the mind of a scientific investi- 
gator have been crushed in silence and 
secrecy by his own severe criticism and 
adverse examination; that in the most 
successful instances not a tenth of the 
suggestions, the hopes, the wishes, the 
preliminary conclusions have been real- 
ized.” The “open mind” is perhaps the 
most important attribute characteristic 
of the scientist and the scientific method. 
That which appears to be the truth is 
accepted only for the time being, to be 
at once discarded when Truth takes on 
a newer form. 

Under the circumstances, it is not sur- 
prising that the whole fabric of Chris- 
tianity should be subjected to examina- 
tion by the scientific method. Barnest 
men who are seeking the truth feel that 
if Christianity cannot stand the test of 
criticism it is worth little or nothing. 
There is a larger class, however, that 
accepts the dictum of the scientific meth- 
od because they desire to be “up-to- 
date”; not so much to progress as to 
advertise the fact that they have pro- 
gressed. “In an age of transition, ‘tran- 
sit.” They follow this advice, and climb 
into the band wagon. 

If the fundamental principles of Chris- 
tianity will stand examination by the 
scientific method we need not pay much 
attention in this article to those lesser 
truths that have not yet been thoroughly 
assimilated by the theologians them- 
selves. Many thinkers claim, however, 









that Christianity will not stand this ex- 
amination. Since the standard used is a 
comparison with scientific facts and the- 
ories of the present day, let us examine 
this standard and see to what extent it 
is satisfactory, for the whole value of 
scientific criticism rests right here. When 
a number of observers with normally 
constituted minds make the same obser- 
vation under the same conditions, and 
this is accepted by the majority of their 
co-workers, a scientific fact is given to 
the world. When a general conclusion 
is justified by the facts more or less 
completely we have a scientific theory. 
Hence we see that not only the theories 
of science, but also the facts are depend- 
ent upon human ability to observe and 
interpret correctly. The facts and the- 
ories of to-day may not, therefore, be 
the facts and theories of tomorrow. To 
illustrate: an astronomer discovers a 
new star which has a certain definite ap- 
pearance which he is able to minutely 
describe. Other astronomers confirm his 
observations and then it is taken as a 
scientific fact that (1) there is such a 
star and (2) it possesses the general ap- 
pearance as described. But later, other 
astronomers, with better instruments, dis- 
cover that the supposedly single star is 
in reality two stars, each of which has 
an appearance considerably different 
from the original one. The former facts 
are now rejected and new ones take their 
place which may, later on, be in their 
turn still further modified. 

It has not been very long since chem- 
ists believed that when a body burned it 
gave up something in the act of burn- 
ing, to the surrounding atmosphere. We 
aow believe that the body takes up some- 
thing from the atmosphere, viz., oxygen. 
The two views are radically different. 
The “Atomic Theory” during the past 
century has been the staff of life to 
the chemist, the very foundation of the 
science of chemistry; from recent discov- 
eries we know that it will have to be 
largely modified, perhaps abandoned alto- 
gether. Even the law of gravitation, 
upon whose truth ninety-nine out of 
every hundred persons would stake their 
lives, has not escaped criticism, and it 
is claimed that in one case at least in 
the celestial world it does not satisfy 
the conditions. Very few theories have 
ever been offered to the scientific world 
but have had to be modified, at some 
later period, more or less completely. 
This is due either to the influence of 
entirely new facts or a change in belief 
concerning the verity of old ones. 

Like their predecessors, scientists of 
the present day differ. Of course, the 
larger proportion of scientific facts and 
theories are accorded general acceptance, 
but, judging from the past, very many 
of these are fated to ultimate rejection. 
In a large proportion of cases we have 
already found the truth and this truth 
will endure for all time, but the difficulty 
which confronts the investigator is to 
know the apparent truth from the real. 
Hence the conscientious scientist pos- 
sesses the “open mind.” He accepts the 
facts and theories of the present day 
tentatively, continually subjecting them 
to additional teste and ever ready to 
abandon them if something better can 





be offered. That the scientific method is 
a sure means of ultimately arriving at 
the truth cannot be questioned for a mo- 
ment, but it is equally certain that by 
its means we can never absolutely know 
when we have found the truth. All that 
we can do is to subject our supposed 
truth to the most severe criticism and 
believe .in it only so long as it stands 
the test. 

If the scientific theories of the present 
day, and even many generally accepted 
facts, are subject to serious doubt, when 
we know that the beliefs of scientific 
men ten years from now will be radi- 
cally different in many ways from what 
they ~are to-day, can we with confidence 
at the present time accept the scientific 
method as a safe guide to the truth or 
falsity of Christianity? It is a question 
which carries with it much doubt. At 
some future time, when we have sailed 
further on the sea of knowledge, the 
answer may be in the affirmative, but 
not now. Many branches of science are 
in a transitional stage and we cannot 
see the end. I do not mean that the theo- 
logian can get nothing of value from 
the scientist; far from it. But I do 
mean that the man who pins his faith ab- 
solutely to all the tenets of science at 
the present time is building on a very 
infirm foundation. He is not even scien- 
tific. And yet the public—so little able 
to judge the wheat from the chaff—is 
ever ready to embrace that which is new 
and accept as ever-abiding truth that 
which is only a tentative belief among 
scientists themselves, if they have the 
true scientific spirit. This condition is 
largely encouraged by a certain class of 
investigators who play to the gallery 
through the popular magazines and the 
Sunday editions of the newspapers. Such- 
men are not taken seriously by the scien- 
tific world, but this is not always true 
of the public. The result is that we 
often hear people whose one desire is 
to “keep up with the times” talk about 
the “facts” of science in a manner that 
would make a listener believe that they 
really knew something of these facts. 

It is a common but mistaken idea that 
religion and natural science are inherent- 
ly opposed to each other. This is be- 
cause theologians know too little of sci- 
ence, and what they do know, as a rule, 
does not inspire respect among scientists. 
How many preachers have spoilt the ef- 
fect of a sermon on a portion of their con- 
gregation at least, composed possibly of 
students, by inapt reference to scientific 
topics, thereby exposing their ignorance! 
On the other hand scientists often know 
too little concerning religion. It is true 
that any one who tried to reconcile the 
two in every particular would have a 
herculean task, but this reconciliation. is 
not absolutely necessary so long as sci- 
ence does not offer a more satisfactory 
basis for criticism than it does at the 
present time. When science and religion 
differ as regards the cardinal principles 
of the latter, it is not necessarily religion 
that is wrong. This is the great mistake 
that all opponents of religion make. On 
the other hand, those that assert the 
principles enunciated by Christianity 
should not believe that science and athe- 
ism necessarily go together and there- 
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fore hurl their anathemas at everything 
that pertains to scientific methods of 
seeking the truth. The fight is really 
between the extremists on both sides, 
and unfortunately there are enough of 
these to make it interesting for both 
themselves and the public for some time 
to come. As a sample of the views put 
forth by some scientists who are not sci- 
entific I give the following extract from 
an article by a well known university 
man. In speaking of the possibility of 
living matter being chemically formed, he 
says: 
2 . . 

“It is supposed that when the earth 
was very hot and cooling certain com- 
pounds of carbon and nitrogen called 
cyanogen compounds were formed in 
large quantities and precipitated into the 
warm primitive sea. These compounds 
then entered into a reaction which re- 
sulted in the production of protoplasm, 
and this reaction has been handed down 
from one particle of protoplasm to an- 
other from cell to cell ever since. Al- 
though originally this reaction took place 
outside of protoplasm, it is now confined 
to it, since the conditions on the surface 
of the earth no longer enable it to con- 
tinue outside. In my opinion this reac- 
tion probably concerns the cyanogen 


compounds which are produced. in the 
course of the chemical changes in the 
eell, and this reaction in its turn pro- 
duces the complex proteids and other 
substances which give protoplasm its 
contractile and other powers. To make 
living matter, if this is true, we shall 
not have first to make albumin. Albu- 
min is a result of the reaction and not 
the cause; nor shall we have to make 
a living substance, for, as has been 
shown, no such substance probably ex- 
ists; but we shall have to duplicate a 
reaction in which possibly several sub- 
stances are concerned. While, therefore, 
its artificial synthesis may be long de- 
layed, and while unforeseen obstacles 
may arise, I. think from recent progress 
we have every reason to feel encouraged 
and to look forward with confidence to 
the artificial formation of protoplasm.” 
Whatever his own views may be, the 
present writer does not claim that living 
matter will never be artificially prepared; 
to do that would be an unwarranted as- 
sumption. But he does claim that the 
above quotation contains far more that 
will try the faith of the chemist at the 
present time than the assertion that “God 
created the heaven and the earth.” 


Missouri State University. 





A Newspaper Man On “Indian Missions” 








Mr. Wm. E. Curtis is probably the 
best known newspaper correspondent in 
the world. It was, we believe, about ten 
years ago that he made a vow to Mr. 
Victor Lawson that he would write a 
newspaper letter every day of his life. So 
far Mr. Curtis has fulfilled his promise, 
and the Chicago “Record-Herald” is the 
paper that is so fortunate as to control 
his copy. Mr. Curtis is now on a trip 
around the world, and among the many 
important letters he has sent back to his 
paper is one published last week, the 
greater portion of which we herewith 
print in our own columns, as most of our 
readers will now be unable to get the 
copy of the “Record-Herald.” It is a 
sympathetic picture of a great mission 
field. It must be remembered that Mr. 
Curtis is a trained newspaper man, whose 
business it is to get facts and to form 
his own impressions based upon what he 
himself sees and learns. The letter will 
be especially appreciated in view of next 
Sunday being “Foreign Missions Day.”— 
Ed. Christian Century. 

Mr. Curtis, writing from Bombay, un- 
der date of Feb. 5, says: 

There are about 5,000 missionaries of 
various religions and cults working 
among the people of India; two-thirds of 
thei Protestants, and about 1,500 Ameri- 
cans, including preachers, teachers, doc- 
tors, nurses, editors and all concerned. 
Their names fill a large directory, and 
they represent all grades and shades of 
theology, philosophy, morality and other 
methods of making human beings better, 
and providing for the destiny of their 
souls. Mrs. Annie Besant, for example, 
is here instructing the Hindus as to the 
beauties of their own pholosophy, and 
urging them to restore Brahmanism to 
its original beauty and purity. And I am 
told that Mrs. Ole Bull of Madison, Wis., 
and a Miss Noble have secured an old 
monastery on the Ganges River and are 
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trying to convince 200,000,000 Hindus of 
the errors into which they have fallen. 

India is-a fertile and favorite field for 
such work. The languid atmosphere of 
the country and the contemplative dispo- 
sition of the native encourage it. The 
Aryan always was a good listener, and 
you must remember that this is a very 
big country—a continent, indeed, with a 
mixed multitude of 300,000,000 souls, 
some striving for the unattainable and 
others hopelessly submerged in bogs of 
vice, superstition and ignorance. There 
are several stages of civilization’ here 
also. You can find entire tribes in India 
who still employ stone implements and 
weapons, and several provinces are gov- 
erned by a feudal system like that of Bu- 
rope in the middle ages. There are thou- 
sands who believe that marriage is for- 
bidden by the laws of nature; there are 
millions of men with several wives and 
women with more than one husband. 
There are tribes in which women control 
all the power, hold all the offices, own 
all the property and keep the line of in- 
heritance on their side. There are vast 
multitudes, on the other hand, in India 
who believe that women have no souls 
and no hereafter, and advocate the mur- 
der of girl babies as fast as they are 
born, saving just enough to do the cook- 
ing and mending and to keep the race 
alive. Communities that have reached 
an intellectual culture above that of any 
nation in Europe are surrounded by 250,- 
000,000 human beings who cannot read 
or write. There are thinkers who have 
reasoned out the profoundest problems 
that have ever perplexed mankind, and 
framed systems of philosophy as wise as 
the world has ever known, and many of 
their wives and daughters have never 
been outside of the houses in which they 
were born; all of which indicates the 
size of the field of missionary labor and 
the variety of work to be done. 


India contains some of the most sub- 
lime and beautiful of all the non-Chris- 
tian religions, and perfect systems of 
morals devised by men who do not be- 
lieve in a future life. More than 60,000,- 
000 of the inhabitants accept Jesus Christ 
as an inspired teacher and worship the 
same God that we do under another 
name, and more than three times that 
number believe that the Ruler of All 
Things is a demon who delights in cru- 
elty and slaughter and gives his favor 
only in exchange for suffering and tor- 
ture. A tribe in northwest India be- 
lieves that God lives on the top of a 
mountain in plain sight of them, and up 
in the northeast are the Nagas, who de- 
clare that after the Creator made men 
he put them into a hole into a cellar and 
they escaped into the wor'd because one 
day he forgot to put back the stone that 
covers a hole in the top. More fantastic 
theories about the origin and the destiny 
of man are to be found in India than in 
any other country, and those who have 
faith in them speak 167 different lan- 
guages, as returned by the census. Some 
of these languages are spoken by millions 
of people; others by a few thousand only; 
some of them have a literature of poetry 
and philosophy that has survived for 
ages, while others are unwritten and 
only used for communication by wild and 
isolated tribes in the mountains or the 
jungles. 

Christian missionaries have been at 
work over here for a little more than a 
century, and since 1804 have distributed 
13,000,000 of Bibles. During the last ten 
years they have sold 5,000,000 copies of 
the Scriptures either complete or in part; 
for the gospels in each of the great In- 
dian languages, like two sparrows, can 
now be bought for a farthing. In 1898, 
497,000 copies were issued; in 1902, more 
than 600,000; and thus the work in- 
creases. More than 140 colporteurs, or 
agents, mostly natives, are peddling the 
Bible for sale in different parts of India. 
They do nothing else. More than 400 
native women are engaged in placing it 
in the secluded homes of the Hindus 
among women of the harem, and teach- 
ing them to read it. No commercial bus- 
iness is conducted with greater energy, 
enterprise and ability than the work of 
the Bible Society in this empire, and, 
while the missionaries have enormous 
and perplexing difficulties to overcome, 
they, too, are making remarkable head- 
way. 

You frequently hear thoughtless peo- 
ple, who know nothing of facts, but con- 
sider it fashionable to sneer at the mis- 
sionaries, declare that Hindoos never are 
converted. The official census of the 
government of India, which is based upon 
inquiries made directly by sworn agents 
of the individuals themselves and is not 
compiled from the reports of the mission- 
ary societies, shows an increase in the 
number of professing Christians from 
2,036,000 in 1891 to 2,664,000 In 1901, a 
gain of 625,000, or 30 per cent in ten years, 
and in some of the provinces it has been 
remarkable. In the central provinces 
and united provinces the increase in the 
number of persons professing Christian- 
ity, according to the census, was more 
than 300 per cent. In Assam, which is 
in the northeastern extremity of India, 
and the Punjab, which occupies a similar 
position in the northwest, the increase 
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was nearly 200 per cent. In Bengal, of 
which Calcutta is the chief city, the gain 
was nearly 50 per cent; in the province 
of Bombay it was nearly 40 per cent, and 
in Madras and Burmah it was 20 per 
cent. 

The dean of the American missionary 
eolony is Rev. R. A. Hume, who belongs 
to the third, and his daughter to the 
fourth, generation of missionaries in the 
family. He was born in Bombay, where 
his father and his grandfather preached 
and taught for many years. Rev. Mr. 
Ballantine, the grandfather of Mrs. Hume, 
came over from southern Indiana in 1835 
and settled at Ahmadnagar, where the 
Protestants had begun work four years 
previous. 

The first Christian mission ever under- 
taken by American in a foreign country 
was at Bombay in 1813, when Gordon 
Hall and Samuel Newall, fresh from 
Williams College, came over to convert 
the heathen. The governor general and 
the officials of the East India company 
ordered them away, for fear that they 
would stir up trouble among the natives 
and suffer martyrdom, but they would not 
go and were finally allowed to remain 
under protest. A Baptist society in Eng- 
land had sent out three men—Messrs. 
Carey, Ward and Marshman—a few years 
before. They went to Calcutta, but the 
East India company would not permit 
them to preach or teach, so they removed 
to Gerampore, where they undertook 
evangelical work under the protection of 
the Dutch. But nowadays the British 
government cannot do enough to help 
the missionaries, particularly the Amer- 
icans, who are treated in the same gener- 
ous manner as those of the Established 
Church of England, and are given grants 
of money, land and every assistance that 
they possibly could need. 

Speaking of the services of the mission- 
aries during the recent famine, Lord 
Curzon said: 

“I have seen cases where the entire 
organization of a vast area and the lives 
of thousands of beings rested upon the 
shoulders of a single individual laboring 
on in silence and in solitude, while his 
bodily strength was fast ebbing away. I 
have known of natives who, inspired by 
his example, have thrown’ themselves 
with equal ardor into the struggle and 
have unmurmuringly laid down their 
lives for their countrymen. Particularly 
must I mention the noble efforts of mis- 
sionary agencies of various Christian de- 
nominations. If there ever was an occa- 
sion in which it was open to them to 
vindicate the highest standards of their 
beneficent calling it was here, and stren- 
uously and faithfully have they per- 
formed the task.” 

B. A. Brendom, the highest English of- 
ficial in the district of Ahmednagar, upon 
his retirement from authority in 1901, 
wrote Dr. Hume as follows: 

“Before I surrender charge of this dis- 
trict I desire to place in your hands my 
opinion of the work in which the Ameri- 
can mission is carrying on here. I think 
I have seen all your institutions with 
the exception of the experimental farms. 
The mission is housing, feeding, clothing, 
educating and teaching a trade to some 
1,500 children whom the famine has be- 
reft of their parents. What perhaps 
pleased and impressed me most was the 
conviction that your training of these 


children is proceeding on the right lines. 
The money spent upon these children is 
being spent to the fullest advantage, and 
I sincerely trust that the scope of the 
great work inaugurated during these fam- 
ines may not have to be curtailed for 
want of funds.” 

In 1901 the government of India rec- 
ognized the labors and devotion of the 
American missionaries during the famine 
by bestowing upon Dr. Hume the Kaiser- 


I-Hind gold medal, which is never be 
stowed except for distinguished public 
services, and is not.conferred every year. 
It can be considered the highest honor 
that can be bestowed upon a civilian. 

Dr. Hume says that during the first 
twenty years of mission work in India 
more missionaries died than converts 
were baptised, but the seed was sown and 
is now bearing fruit, as the census re- 
turns show. 





“Taking the Offering” 








AKING the offering for Foreign 

Missions the first Sunday in 

March is the crowning service of 

the whole campaign. It is a mat- 
ter of supreme importance. It marks 
a great event in the history of the 
church. It must not be looked upon 
lightly. Let no preacher or leader regard 
it as an undignified thing, one to be got- 
ten rid of in the quickest and easiest 
way. Of all the days in the whole year 
the first Sunday in March is the day for 
this offering. Widespread agitation has 
focused special attention upon this day 
for Foreign Missions. It has come to be 
known as the day. The people expect 
it. This is the time to act. Twenty- 
eight years’ observance has given the 
day general recognition and special im- 
portance. On that day large offerings 
come natural and easy. 

Aim to surpass all previous records. 
Urge the highest motives in giving. Do 
not depend upon the impulse of the oc- 
casion for anything. Have the program 
of the whole service in mind and well 
matured before you start. Know exactly 
what you are going to do. Every detail 
should be arranged before. Every prayer 
and song and the sermon should focus 
upon the offering. Make the sermon 
short and to the point. Make it ring out 
clear and strong for the evangelization 
of the whole wide world. Have no scng 
immediately following the sermon. State 
the amount of the apportionment to the 
church. The deacons should be instruct- 
ed before the hour. Each one should 
know what aisle he is to take. He should 
be in his place promptly. Have plenty 
of envelopes and pencils in hand. Re- 
quest every one in the church to take 
an envelope who has not already received 
one. Let all be ready to write their 
names on the envelopes at the same time. 
Insist on the name being written. Do 
not be ina hurry. Ask for large amounts 
from those able to give them. Make a 
special effort to have every one present 
give something. Keep in mind that this 
offering is a crisis and that it requires 
all the skill and tact of the most re 
sourceful preacher or leager. No man 
will succeec here without he has a deep 
and vital interest himself. The size of 
the offering in most cases will be a cor- 
rect measure of the leader’s interest. 

Take the offering with great enthusi- 
asm. Now is the time to strike! Let 
there be Scripture quotations and expla- 
nations of the needs of the work given 
while the people are writing their names. 
Take the offering with snap and vim! 
The match has been well made by a thor- 
ough preparation during the whole month 
of February. Now strike it. The inter- 
est will blaze forth with electrical ef- 
fect. Do not have any one write their 


names until all are ready. After en- 
velopes and pencils have been passed, let 
the deacons stand at the back of the 
church. When the word is given from 
the pulpit let all write at one time. Keep 
the people in the spirit of earnest prayer. 
Be determined to succeed! Make the 
chureh feel that mighty things are being 
done. Remind them that their sister 
churches throughout the whole world are 
making the same offering at the same 
time. Make the church feel the thrill of 
a mighty movement. Impress upon all 
that a church is never any closer to her 
Lord than when asking an offering to 
evangelize the nations of the earth. This 
is a time of great spiritual interest. After 
there has been plenty of time for offer- 
ings and pledges, let @he deacons move 
forward slowly and with great care 
gather up the envelopes and pledges. 
Take plenty of time for this. Do not be 
afraid some one will give too much. Do 
not be afraid that a very large offering 
at this time will hurt any other work. Do 
not fail to see those who were not pres- 
ent. See them Sunday afternoon, if pos- 
sible. Take another offering at the even- 
ing service. As soon as convenient let 
the whole church know the results of the 
offering, which should be followed with 
thanksgiving for a great advance. 
F. M. Rains, Cor. Sec. 





Entered Into Life. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Oeschger was born 
April 26, 1836, in Basel, Switzerland. 
She was married to John Oeschger 
March 16, 1861. To them were born six 
children, all of whom survive her ex- 
cept one that died in infancy. 

In 1865 they emigrated from Burope 
to America, settling in Philadelphia, Pa. 
From there the family moved to Indiana, 
then to Iowa. Nineteen-years ago they 
came to Valparaiso, Nebraska, where 
they have ever since made their home. 

In childhood she was confirmed in 
the German Reform church. In 1866 
she united with the German Evangelical 
Association in Philadelphia. For more 
than thirty-five years she walked as a 
faithful and devoted member of that 
church. In February, 1901, she, with her 
husband, united with the local Christian 
church. 

When the end came she looked for- 
ward to it with peace and joy. 

On Feb. 22 she peacefully fell asleep 
in Jesus. The funeral services were held 
at the Christian church Tuesday after- 
noon at 2 o’clock, Pastor O. A. Adams 
officiating, Melvin Putnam assisting. 





On March 8th, a company of about 
eight hundred start from New York for 
the World’s Sunday School Convention 
in Jerusalem. 
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Bible Selling in China 


By John R. 
Hykes, D.D. 








[Dr. John R. Hykes is the agent of 
the American Bible Society in China. 
For thirty years he has been a mission- 
ary in the empire, the last ten being 
spent in his present position. He is a 
master of the Chinese language and has 
expert knowledge of Chinese affairs and 
the great problems which confront our 
Christian civilization. His words come, 
therefore, with special force, particularly 
in view of the fact that March 6, the 
date of our F. C. M. 8S. collection, is 
“Universal ‘Bible Sunday”—the date for 
commemorating the centennial of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, in 
which all American Christians are asked 
to join.—E. C. C.] 

HEN the throes through which 
this greatest and oldest of all 
the pagan nations is passing 
a produce a new and “reformed 

ma, it will be found that there, as 
everywhere, the Bible has been a potent 
factor in her reformation and civiliza- 
tion. What the newest civilization in 
the West owes to the Book of books in 
the eleemosynary and educational insti- 
tutions, which in the Orient are so con- 
spicuous by their absence, will some 
time be fully accredited to the same 
source by the oldest civilization in the 
East. 

In early days the work of Bible dis- 
tribution was exclusively done by the 
missionaries, and they have never wav- 
ered in their faith in it as an indispen- 
sable part in their work. When their 
operations were restricted to Canton and 
its immediate vicinity, they regularly 
visited the hamlets and villages for the 
purpose of circulating the Scriptures. At 
that time the missionary had to give the 
Book away, and he was happy if, during 
an afternoon, he could find half a dozen 
people willing to accept. 

The treaties of 1842, which made 
“open ports” of Amoy, Foo-Chow, Ningpo 
and Canton, opened up a wide field for 
missionary operations and resulted in a 
corresponding extension of this great 
work. So, after the treaties of 1860 had 
opened a number of other ports to trade 
and residence, the missionary always 
carried a supply of Gospels with him on 
his preaching tours, and they were ex- 
posed for sale in front of many of the 
chapels and “preaching halls.” At this 
period a change took place in the policy 
of the Bible societies. It was found 
that in China, as elsewhere, a man prizes 
what has cost him something, and just 
in proportion to the personal sacrifice 
which it has cost him to obtain it. The 
giving away of Scriptures was discour- 
aged and gradually almost discontinued. 
They were sold at a nominal price, which 
did not place them beyond the reach of 
the poor, and this policy has been found 
to be eminently satisfactory. 

As the work of the missionaries as- 
sumed a more settled character, they 
could not devote the same amount of 
time to Scripture distribution, and it 
entered upon a new phase. In 1875 the 
American Bible Society appointed the 





late Dr. Gulick agent for China, and the 
present organization of the work is due 
to his superior executive ability. 

At the present time two agencies are 
employed in 


distribution—correspon- 


dents and colporteurs. “Correspondents” 
are missionary friends who prefer to 
have this important work under their 
own direction in their respective fields 
They use their preachers and chapel 
keepers wherever practicable; and many 
of them direct one or more native col- 
porteurs, whose salary and expenses are 
paid by the Bible Society. The superin- 
tendence of the men is usually very effi- 
cient and satisfactory. During the year 
1902 no less than 71,516 copies were sold 
through their agency alone. 

We have more than one hundred na- 
tive colporteurs under the direction of 
four superintendents, and during the year 
1902 (the last for which the statistics are 
obtainable) they sold 283,740 volumes. 
The distribution for this year was 424,- 
614, or 47,763 copies less than in the 
“record year”’—1899. We also have a 
depository at Shanghai, and bookstores 
in Tien-Tsin, Peking, Nanking, Chang- 
sha, Chungking, Chengtu, and other im- 
portant centers. 

The total circulation of Scriptures by 
the American Bible Society in China has 
been over 8,000,000 copies, of which 
number more than 60,000 were complete 
Bibles and 400,000 New Testaments. The 
circulation at the present time could be 
more than doubled if we had means at 
all proportionate to the magnitude and 
importance of this work. During the 
time in which our Society has had no 
option but to limit its work in China, 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
has come up to and outstripped us. Last 
year their circulation will probably not 
fall short of a million copies. We re- 
joice that they have been able to do this, 
but it touches what may properly be 
called our commendable pride, that the 
American Bible Society has not been 
able to keep the lead which it had in 
1894. 

Considering our proportion of mission- 
aries, the American Bible Society is not 
doing its full share in giving the Bible 
to the Chinese. We ought to do more. 
We are able to do more. This great na 
tion owes so much to the Bible that it 
cannot afford to withhold it from a peo- 
ple with whom we are bound to come 
into closer and closer relations. The 
Eastern question more deeply and inti- 
mately concerns us than we perhaps at 
the moment realize. It is in the Orient 
that the United States must look for a 
market in the near future. The con- 
struction of the Panama Canal will bring 
the eastern seaboard in close touch, 
commercially, with the millions of China, 
and the question as to whether the 
United States shall control the trade 
with eastern Asia will press for a settle- 
ment. The conflict which is now going 
on concerns the United States just as 
much as it does Japan or Russia. We 
may be entering upon the inevitable con- 
flict which is to be fought out in China, 
and over China, as to whether the Slav 
or the Anglo-Saxon shall dominate east- 
ern Asia. There cannot be any doubt 
as to which it ought to be. The Anglo 
Saxon race stands to-day for the highest 
type of civilization, the purest form of 
Christianity which the world has ever 
seen. 

It is a pertinent question which con- 


fronts us. There is a “yellow peril,” but 
the teachings of the greatest of all Books 
can and will take the danger out of it, 
Shall the Chinese have it? 

The first work undertaken by mission- 
aries to pagan lands, as soon as they 
were properly equipped for it by mastery 
of the ianguage, has been the transla- 
tion of the Bible. The Nestorians— 
those earliest missionaries to China of 
whom we have any authentic record— 
published a version of the New Testa- 
ment some time between 627 and 650 
A. D. Daniel Gravius, a missionary of 
the Reformed Church of Holland, Am- 
sterdam, published the gospel of Mat- 
thew in 1661, and, remarkable as it may 
seem, in the Roman letter, thus anticipat- 
ing by more than two centuries the pres- 
ent attitude of the missionaries on the 
question of “Romanized Versions” in 
1696 the Roman Catholic missionaries 
completed a translation of the Bible, but 
it was not all published. In 1738-39 the 
Gospels, Acts and Pauline Epistles—ex- 
cept Hebrews—was translated by some 
one now unknown. These were deposited 
in the British Museum, and it was the 
discovery of these manuscripts which 
awakened the interest and directed the 
attention of the Christian Church to 
China. Most of these books were re- 
vised and published by Dr. Robert Mor- 
rison between 1810 and 1812. 

While the classical versions of the 
Scriptures have done and are still doing 
a grand work in bringing God’s revela- 
tion to a class which can only appreciate 
a classic in the style of their own sacred 
books, yet it was not long until it was 
found necessary to give the Chinese the 
Bible in their own particular dialect. The 
American Bible Society assisted in the 
production of the first of these; which 
was in the Ningpo vernacular, and it 
has been wholly or in part interested in 
the publication of Scriptures in ten oth- 
er dialects or languages of the Chinese 
Empire. The importance of this work 
cannot be overestimated. In the coast 
provinces south of the Yangtsi River is 
the great diversity of dialects, these 
sometimes changing at every thirty or 
forty miles. Scholars all over these 
provinces, which contain a population of 
from seventy-five to one hundred mil- 
lions, can read and understand the Bible 
in the classical; but it is a sealed book 
to the millions of the masses. 

But possibly the greatest work which 
this generation has seen in the line of 
Bible translation was the rendering of it 
into the Mandarin language. It is mani- 
festly improper to speak of a tongue 
which is spoken by at least three hun- 
dred millions of human beings and which 
is the court language of one of the 
greatest empires of modern times, as a 
dialect. While there are dialectic differ- 
ences in Mandarin, yet a man speaking 
fluently any one of these can be under- 
stood throughout fourteen of the eight- 
een provinces, and Manchuria as well. 

The honor of suggesting and carrying 
to completion this monumental work of 
giving to three-fourths of the people of 
China the Bible in their spoken language 
—thus doing for China what Luther did 
for Germany, and King James’s version 
did for the English-speaking race—be- 
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jongs to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Scheres- 
chewsky, of the Protestant Episcopal 
ehurch. This scholarly and devoted man, 
to whom Hebrew is his mother tongue, 
organized a committee in Peking, con- 
sisting of Drs. Burden, Blodget, Elkins, 
Martin, and himself, to translate the 
Bible into Mandarin. They completed 
the work on the New Testament and it 
was published in 1872. Millions of copies 
of the Gospels and other books of this 
version have heen circulated all over 
China. Then, after eight years of ardu- 
ous labor, the bishop’s translation of the 
Old Testament was completed, under the 
auspices of the American Bible Society, 
to whom it belongs, and published by 
that Society in 1874. No one not a mis- 
sionary to China can understand what 
this work of the great bishop and the 
American Bible Society meant and will 
mean through all time to the Church of 
Christ in that land. It gave a new im- 
petus to ail forms of missionary work 
and enabled the churches of all denomi- 
nations in Mandarin-speaking China, so 
recently opened to them, to train an effi- 
cient native ministry and raise up an in- 
telligent church. The existing versions 
were over the heads of the class of peo- 
ple who were becoming converts. Im- 
agine the difficulty—shall I say impossi- 
bility?—of building up a church in China 
without the Bible in a language which 
could be understood by its converts. . All 
the Protestant churches owe an immense 
debt to the American Bible Society. 

In 1881 Bishop Schereschewsky be- 
came paralyzed. It was thought his 
work was dore. He was sent home a 
helpless invalid to die; but it seemed 
that his work was only to begin. Not- 
withstanding his distressing infirmity, he 
began to revise his version of the Old 
Testament in Mandarin, and when he 
had completed that, he translated the 
whole Bible into simple, chaste “Wenli,” 
which can be urderstood by any ordinary 
scholar. He had no Chinese scribe or 
assistant, and he wrote out on a type- 
writer with his two paralyzed front 
fingers the whole of the text in the 
Roman letter! The church has not pro- 
duced throughout all her history a 
more heroic or devoted man. He face- 
tiously (but how pathetically!) referred 
to this stupendous work as a “two finger 
Bible.” His revised Old Testament has 
been published by the American Bible 
Society, and with its permission by the 
British ard Foreign Bible Society, and 
not far from one hundred thousand copies 
have been circulated. His “Easy Wenli” 
was issued last year, also by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, and its reception has 
been phenomenal. It represents four- 
teen years of work. It is safe to say 
that no man, either living or dead, has 
done so much as the venerable Bishop 
Schereschewsky toward givirg God’s 
revelation to the millions of China; and 
for nearly a quarter of a century he has 
steadily and unremittingly pursued his 
task under the most distressing physical 
disabilities. The last time the writer 
saw him in Tokyo he said that he came 
to China to translate the Bible, and he 
added cheerily as he affectionately patted 
the arms of his chair with his atrophied 
fingers: “To complete that task I have 
sat in this chair for over twenty years. 
God knew best. .This affliction has en- 
abled me to doit,” 











UT, Mrs. Madden, what shall 1 
do? Is there no comfort for me? 
How would you do it it were 
= your child?” As I looked into 
Mrs. ito’s drawn, tired hopeless face, 1 
realized, as never before, how, under- 
neath all their heathen~stoicism, the 
Japanese mothers’ hearts are the same 
as ours. This mother’s daughter, a beau- 
tiful, accomplished young lady, just out 
of school, just entering society, and en- 
gaged to marry a rising young lawyer, 
was dying of quick consumption—that 
scourge of the Japanese people. 

This was in June. The air was balmy 
and the perfume of the magnolia blos- 
soms filled the room where we sat. It 
seemed hard to think of that home so 
soon to be draped in sorrow amid all 
this sunshine and outdoors beauty. 

“There is no hope,” the mother had 
said. It was a wealthy family. There 
had been no lack of physicians and 
nurses. I had done what little I could 
with nourishing soups and broths to 
help strengthen the frail body. (For in 
the matter of fopd for the sick the Ja- 
panese seem strangely ignorant, but 
they are learning.) I had been con- 
cerned about the daughter. “Did she 
know she could not live? Was she pre- 
pared to die?” I had not heard of her 
illness until she was past seeing visitors. 
But the mother assured me that the fear 
of death and the longing to live had left 
the child, she was ready to go; she was 
so tired. She had studied the Bible 
some, with our minister’s wife and she 
believed and was at peace. So there 
was nothing I could do for her. But this 
poor mother—never will I forget her 
face as she sat there on her cushion 
opposite me, with the charcoal brazier 
and the tea things between us, on the 
floor. “What shall I do; is there no 
comfort for me?”’-——and as I was think 
ing how best to form an answer, her 
next question, “What would you do if it 
were your child?” gave me my answer, 

“Mrs. Ito,” I said, “don’t you remem 
ber it was last fall that my baby was 
sick unto death? The doctor said there 
was no hope. I thought, at first, I could 
not endure it, but I just prayed and al- 
most against my own will I prayed, “O 
God, thy will be done, only help me to 
endure it, knowing that tho’ baby can- 
not return to me, I certainly shall go to 
him by and by.” And as I talked on 
and on to God, my father, great peace 
came into my heart. I had given my 
precious baby back to Him who had 
only loaned him to me’for a season. 
Then when I had wholly given him up, 
God loaned him to me again. O, if you 
only knew this Father God, Mrs. Ito, it 
would be so much easier for you to bear 
this sorrow.” Then I went on to tell 
her of the Christian’s hope of a resur- 
rection, of the home God is preparing 
for each of us in His mansion, but most 
of all how He is truly our Father, and 
that He knows and loves and helps us. 
And she looked at me as though she 
would read my soul, and slowly said: 
“Is it all true; do you really believe it?” 
Then when I began to feel guilty for 
having kept her so long from her daugh- 
ter’s side, I rose to go, saying, “I will 
pray my Father for you; it is all I can 





do.” I had known her for four years, 
and while she was not indifferent to 
Christianity she never seemed: so much 
in earnest as now. My heart ached for 
her. O, how hard must be the burdens 
of these women who have no hope nor 
comfort for themselves or their loved 
ones in their religions! 

She came over to see me the next day, 
and the day after that I said good-bye, 
for we were going back to America. Just 
as we were to sail word came that the 
daughter was dead. If it had been pos- 
sible we would have gladly gone back to 
be with them in their hour of sorrow. 
But they were a day’s journey inland 
and our steamer would not wait. We 
could only send a letter of sympathy and 
hope. 

The year at home passed away. We 
were once more in Japan. As soon as I 
could I went over to see Mrs. Ito. Such 
a changed face! It did me good just to 
look at her! She had been making 
bread (I had taught her how), and she 
came to the door with her dainty hands 
all flour! “O,” she cried, when she saw 
me, “do come in, I am so glad to see 
you! When did you return?” And her 
eyes shone with a different light than 
I had ever seen before. When we were 
seated on the floor cushions, with the 
bronze brazier between us, as before, 
she said, “My daughter died the day 
after you left our city. Husband and I 
felt so hopeless and so helpless that 
we couldn’t stand it any longer. We 
longed for you or for the Japarese pas- 
tor who was here with you, and whom 
we knew so well—but you had both 
gone and strangers were in your places. 
We felt we must learn more of the 
Christian’s hope and help, and I could 
not forget your words, ‘If you only knew 
this Father God’—so we hunted up an- 
other missionary, who had been a neigh- 
bor, too, and began studying the Bible 
in earnest. After nine months of study 
we were both baptized. We have been 
so happy since. We go every Lord’s day 
to services, the children are in Sunday 
school”—even while she spoke I had 
heard the baby girls’ voice singing, 
“When He Cometh,” in another room— 
“and we are all so happy. I am glad you 
are back again.” 

I told her how very happy I was to 
hear the good news from her own lips— 
then after a little while she asked, 
“Would you like to see my bread?” She 
brought it in, two fine loaves! Laughing, 
I said “You have excelled your teacher; 
I am ashamed of mine now.” Then she 
inquired about the relatives I had seen, 
and again left in America. Just before 
leaving I gave her a recipe for a new 
candy I had learned to make in Amer- 
ica—for the Japanese love sweets very 
much indeed. She said, “I will try it, 
and bring you a sample.” 

The conversion of this woman will 
mean a great deal to the women of this 
city. She is the embodiment of the 
wiseman’s perfect woman, pictured in 
Proverbs. “She looketh well to the ways 
of her own household—and her husband 
is known in the gates where he sitteth 
(as judge and senator) among the elders 
of the land.” 

Sendai, Japan. 
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Ohe Vital Question (Acts XVI:19-31) By Fa™. 








HE spirit of the Saviour is the 

overcoming power of the world. 

There shall be no universal tri- 

umph over sin until Jesus Christ 
8 ter understood and more appre- 
clated. He is the positive force. Where 
he is known, Jesus represents and is the 
essential and dominating potentiality of 
all righteousness. In the civilized and 
Christian world man possesses a ready 
cognizance of God's omniscient hand and 
understands that He leads and turns the 
tide of man’s affairs. 

The status of character of the indi- 
vidual and the standard of civic right- 
eousness is proportionate to the faith we 
have in Christ’s leadership. If we an- 
ticipate and cherish a desire for the de- 
. velopment of our greatest possibilities— 
and we certainly are not loathful enough 
to be content without it—we must an- 
chor our hope, our ambition and our 
effort in a vivid realization of the Sa- 
viour’s love. Our faith in the Lord Jesus 
of Nazareth is the irreducible ultimatum 
that insures an acceptable life and the 
accordant glory of victory over death. 
Christ, the source of all power, stands 
faithful and vigilant to the desires and 
needs of man, bestowing upon him from 
His bountiful hand, the blessing of His 
transcendant love, and giving him power 
to overcome all evil tendencies as He 
divines the strenuous efforts to subdue 
the surgings of the human heart. 

The thrilling piece of apostolic his- 
tory, a reference to which is made under 
the title-head, contains the most import- 
ant question that can be framed by hu- 
man lips. It is not what must I do to 
obtain wealth, or health or fame, or 
some high position of human power and 
grandeur; but infinitely more than all 
these: “What must I do to be saved?” 
And in proportion to the importance of 
the question is the plainne$s of the an- 
swer: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” We have overwhelming proofs 
that to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
in a truly scriptural sense is also to be- 
lieve and obey the message and testi- 
mony which he so faithfully proclaimed 
to the world. What then is that mes- 
sage and testimony which is so essen- 
tial to salvation? To delve purpose- 
fully into the truths of the Bible is only 
to find the way to salvation. Peter has 
with great precision pointed out the 
path by which we find what that mes- 
sage was. With “great plainness of 
speech,” he told the people the message 
from God delivered to him through the 
infallibility of the Holy Spirit. We have 
discovered through the Word that the 
Old Dispensation does not contain the 
gospel plan of salvation. Now where are 
wer 

Without the statement that the apos- 
tles would be given the power of the 
Holy Ghost and’ would inaugurate the 
movement that would establish Christ’s 
church in the world, Jesus could never 
have been the Saviour of all mankind. 
His life, his death, his divinity would 
speak for nothing if he had failed to 
bestow heaven sent power upon the 
apostles. This concludes Christ’s work 


on earth—this is the essential indis- 
pensableness of his labor. This is the 
personal end. 


And what is the outcome 





of our Saviour’s work? His coming and 
deeds fulfilled every letter of the proph- 
ecies. His life gives an immortal exam- 
ple of Christian living. His labor created 
the finished apostles for their work. His 
whole design was consummated in the 
achievement of the New Testament and 
the law of grace. Since by his life— 
his coming—we are left the New Testa- 
ment wherein to learn how we are to be 
saved and since all of us have no hope 
of life eternal with God except through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, we must, there- 
fore, study to know when this New Tes- 
tament comes into full effect and force, 
and what part of it has to do with the 
plan of salvation for the unredeemed of 
the world. With this idea before us let 
us endeavor to learn the value and sig- 
nificance of a testament. Paul in Heb. 
9:16-17 says, “For where a testament is, 
there must also of a necessity be the 
death of the testator. For a testament 
is of force after men are dead; other- 
wise it is of no strength at all while the 
testator liveth. Evidently then, while 
Jesus was here on earth even though he 
came of God to leave or will to mankind 
a way of redemption, he had the right 
and power to save anyone from the 
depths of sin in any manner whatso- 
ever he might choose. That the manner 
of his personal forgiveness would not 
effect the validity and compulsion of his 
testament is certainly an evident fact 
to all. Jesus, the maker of his will, had 
the power while living to dispose of his 
mercy and grace as he desired. - Jesus, 
crucified, risen and ascended to the 
throne in heaven has no personal min- 
istrations to offer, but instead he left 
behind twelve inspired men to speak the 
terms of pardon to a dying humanity. 
Dear reader, can you not believe that 
these chosen men of Christ precisely 
followed their divine instructions? If 
they did not, what then becomes of our 
sanguinary belief in an infallible divin- 
ity? Don’t you believe that whatever they 
advised men to do in order to be saved 
was the way the Saviour wanted them 
to tell? Do you not understand that as 
they went forth spreading the gospel of 
the King, they were obeying the very 
last command that Jesus made before he 
ascended to his Father in heaven? No 
one can doubt the actions of the apos- 
tles. The second chapter of Acts un- 
mistakably tells us what they did and 
this leads us to the immortal day of 
Pentecost. The apostles were known 
to be illiterate Gallileang, uneducated in 
the languages, and those about were all 
amazed and marvelled how every man 
should hear them speak in his own na- 
tive tongue. Some of the multitude 
were surprised; some doubted; some 
confused; some bewildered; some even 
mocked and charged all of the apostles 
of being drunk with new wine. But 
when Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice ard said: “Ye men of 
Judea and all ye that dwell at Jerusa- 
lem,” he began the first sermon after the 
Saviour’s ascension that proclaims the 
conditions of pardon left by the will of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. So with this 
fact before us, it behooves us to study 
this sermon with explicit carefulness. 
Peter, bearing such an all important 


message from God to man, became filled 
with great boldness and courage, and 
proclaimed to the discordant, disregard- 
ful house of Israel that God has made 
that same Jesus, whom they had so ruth- 
lessly crucified, both Lord and Christ. 
This marvelous declaration caming from 
the mouth of one whose very soul 
teemed with the exuberancy of the 
Holy Spirit, brought consternation and 
remorse to the hearts of the multitude, 
and those some of whom came to hear 
from curiosity, some to jeer, some to 
mock, some to disbelieve, some to perse- 
cute, were filled with the awful realiza- 
tion of their sinful state and with one 
mighty accord, exclaimed to the apos- 
tles: “Men and brethren what shall we 
do?” This is the first recorded instance 
where sinners have asked this momen- 
tous question since the ascension of the 
Lord and Saviour and this is the first 
time an apostle under the new dispen- 
sation has answered, What must I do 
to be saved? Then follows Peter’s im- 
mortal, unalterable answer which came 
as from the mouth of Jesus Christ him- 
self: “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” This 
is the command of the Holy Spirit as it 
spoke through the mouth of Peter. This 
is the command obeyed by 3,000 people 
on’ that memorable day. This is the 
command that comprehends all the duty 
involved upon a sinner to be instated 
into the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Do 
you comprehend the answer? This com- 
mand assumes on the sinner’s part a re- 
gretful attitude for past sins, a ready 
obedience to the voice of divine instruc- 
tion, and a firm desire to live steadfastly 
and loyally a life of morality and godli- 
ness. To believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and to confess his holy name to 
all the world inculcates in the mortal a 
rich faith in the divinity of the Saviour 
and a holy acceptance of his immutable 
plan of salvation. The mere confession 
is no saving grace. With it must come an 
earnest, ceaseless desire to follow the 
3,000 on Pentecost in obedience to 
Peter’s declaration. By confessing Jesus 
Christ directly before men to God, we do 
not then cheat our Saviour out of the 
glory that rightfully belongs to his 
kingship. In the confession, we accept 
him as the supreme dictator and the ab- 
solute governing power in the church. 
In the pure comprehensive declaration, 
“I believe with all my heart that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God,” we forever de- 
stroy the least possibility of the usurp- 
ing power of man which seeks to inter- 
mediate our souls with God. In this 
beautiful confession, Christ, not man, is 
made our advocate with God. Then, no 
power on earth stands in the way of sal- 
vation for the soul except the strength 
of the individual soul as it follows or 
does not follow the divine voice of the 
Saviour. 
Carmi, Illinois. 





The putty of pride may hide the crack 
but it can not heal it. 





Wanted—aA leader of song to sing in 
the Updike meeting in May, who will 
come for the benefit of a month’s stay 
and expenses. Write for particulars. Ad- 
dress T. N. Kincaid, Hot Springs, Ark. 
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Ghe PRAYER - MEETING 


By SILAS JONES 








Christ’s Presence—its Strength and Com- 
fort. 

Topic March 8-11. Ps. 23; Matt. 28:19- 
20; Heb. 13:5-6. 

Strength of Conviction. 

N the maddening maze of things” 

the mind may easily become be- 

wildered. Unless there is some 

guide for us to follow we may 
not find a ready answer to the scoffer 
who says there is neither good nor bad 
in the world. A man without convictions 
is a useless man. This we know, and 
therefore we desire to have well-defined 
convictions respecting conduct and des- 
tiny. On the other hand, no one wants to 
be found following a mere whim. Every 
one wants to be governed by principles 
that are of universal application. Where 
shall these principles be found? They 
are revealed in Christ. When once we 
have been assured that he speaks from 
the heart of the universe, we accept his 
words as the truth by which men ought 
to live. If, further, we are assured of 
the presence of Christ in our lives, our 
convictions will have the strength to 
control our actions. We shall not be the 
slaves of every fashion in opinion. 

| Shall Not Want. 

The presence of Christ brings content- 
ment. Christian contentment is consist- 
ent with dissatisfaction with present 
achievements. It is even consistent with 
the desire for increased possessions. The 
contented man does not waste his energy 
in needless worry. Envy and hate do 
not consume his time and strength. If 
he does not possess what he thinks he 
really needs, he remembers that growth 
comes from striving. Contentment is the 
lot of him who is convinced that his 
work has a place in the great plan of 
God and whose wisdom enables him to 
see that man is truly man only as he 
works in harmony with the divine pur- 
pose. Our Lord was satisfied with his 
lot. He endured much, but he must have 
had much joy in the consciousness of 
his complete surrender to the will of his 
Father. If he is in our lives, he will sure- 
ly teach us the lesson which he knew 
so well. “The spirit of man is never 
more cheerful than when it has discov- 
ered its proper work. Most of the wrecks 
of human life are caused by having either 
no work or too little work, or uncon- 
genial work; and the human heart, which 
is so easily agitated, never beats more 
peacefully than in the natural activity of 
vigorous, yet satisfying work. Only one 
must guard against making an idol of 
work, instead of serving God through 
one’s work.” If it is possible for one to 
learn how to serve God through his work, 
he can learn the lesson best under the 
instruction of the Master. 

The Comfort of Love. 

Human love sweetens and brightens 
life. Who would care to be if friendship 
were unknown? And yet it is friendship 
that causes the heart to break. The false 
friend starts the question whether there 





is that which can be trusted. The death 
of a friend moves us to inquire whether 
earthly attachments have a meaning that 
is not exhausted by the experiences of 
this world. Christ enriches friendship by 
revealing its source in the heart of God. 
We have a common Father and when we 
are most like him we are most kind to 
one another. To rebuke the selfishness 
that makes genuine friendship impossible 
is one object of Christ’s presence among 
us. Love is not discovered by logic. It 
grows up in the heart in response to the 
invitation of love in the heart of another. 
Human selfishness and exclusiveness dis- 
appear when the love of God is revealed 
and men open their hearts to receive it. 
The comfort of love is the possession of 
those who practice the love of God. The 
daily word of the Master is that God is 
a Father to us all and that he will com- 
fort us if we permit him. 


Ghe BIBLE SCHOOL 


DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


Golden Text: Rev. 2:10. Be Thou 
Faithful Until Death and | Will Give 
Thee a Crown of Life. 


Lesson: Matt. 14:1-2. 

HE fame of Jesus is increasing. 
Herod’s attention has been chal- 
lenged. Not only that, but his 
conscience has been stirred from 
its slumber. He could even believe that 
John the Baptist had arisen from the 
dead, but this was not the faith which 
cleanses the heart. 

What a contrast between the two men 
—John and Herod! The one fearless and 
courageous—daring to speak his con- 
victions upon a great moral question, 
even though it cost him the displeasure 
of the king, leading to imprisonment and 
finally ending in death. The other was 
licentious, weak and compromising. He 
had taken his brother’s wife. This was 
too much for John; too far removed 
from his ideal of righteousness to go un- 
rebuked. But Herod did not dare to kill 
him at the time, so great had his prestige 
become, but cast him into prison. For 
some months he had been languishing 
there. At one time he sent a delegation 
to Jesus to inquire if he really was the 
one who was to come. Jesus replied by 
serding back word of the great work that 
was being accomplished. Some months 
had now passed. 

The king is to have a birthday feast. 
And there with revelry and drinking we 
have the dance which resulted in the 
death of one just man. What a proposi- 
tion that was for Herod to make! Evi- 
dently he was intoxicated—with what we 
may not be certain. He doubtless ex- 
pected her to ask for some possession, 
but, influenced by a wicked mother, she 
would accept nothing less than the head 
of the great preacher of righteousness. 
Such an oath should never be made. But 
if made it should be broken. Had he 
been a man of courage and strong will 
this he would have done, repenting in 
sack cloth and ashes. 














CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


By CHARLES BLANCHARD 








How Christ Stills the Storms of Life. 
Topic March 6. Ps. 107:23-31. 

HE fact that we are Christians, 
really and rejoicingly so, does 
not prevent the storms of life 
from breaking upon us. He send- 
eth the rain upon the just and the un 
just. The wind is no respecter of per- 
sons. “There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man; but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able to 
bear, but will with that temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it” (I. Cor. 10:18). 

e 7 J 

Charles Frederic Goss, in the Sunday 
School Times, has these sensible words: 

“Do not for a moment think that the 
presence of Jesus Christ in the ship of 
your life will keep the storms from blow- 
ing. There are moments of religious ex- 
citement when preachers and teachers 
lay the reins on the necks of their 
thought-horses and get run away with. 
We sometimes paint very rosy pictures 
of the voyage of life ‘with Jesus at the 
helm.’ We are so anxious to get our 
friends to embark that we call a very 
stormy ocean a quiet inland lake, and 
represent the happy voyagers as lolling 
on the decks and sailing on an even keel 
That may be your way of getting to the 
desired haven, but it has not been mine. 
I have heard the wind howl through the 
rigging and seen it split the sails. I have 
felt the waves wash over the gunwales. 
I have been hoisted by them until my 
ship has hit the clouds and gone down 
into their troughs until the keel has 
scraped the bottom. And I cannot yet 
say that I hope I'll never see another 
storm. These always glassy seas are 
not all they are cracked up to be. I had 
almost as soon navigate a glue-pot as 
an ocean that never broke into white- 
caps. How should we value the haven 
without the tempest? The disciples would 
never have heard the ‘Peace be sstill’ 
without the ‘great storm of wind.’” 

* 7. . 

It’s a mistake to start out in life with 
the idea of having an easy time. “Soft 
snaps” are not waiting for soft hands, 
and “chicken hearts.” It’s a hard road 
from Jerusalem down to Jericho. It cer- 
tainly isn’t any easier from Jericho up 
to Jerusalem. And the thieves and rob 
bers do not care which way we are jour- 
neying. 

Our Galilees will have sudden squalls. 
No sea is so sheltered but storms will 
arise. No soul is so secure, no life so 
serene, but tempests may sweep down 
upon it. And the Voice that stilled the 
tempest on Galilee can quiet our fears 
and bring us safe to land. “He maketh 
the storm a calm, so that the waves 
thereof are still.” We may not be able 
to say how he stills the waves, by the 
laws of nature, but we know that he does. 
“The wind bloweth itself out,” we say— 

(Continued on page 216.) 
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Lesson for March 13. Moses" Training 
for Public Service. His Life in Egypt 
and in Midian. Scripture Section, Ex. 
chs. 1-4. 





Il. HISTORICAL NOTES. 
By Dean Frank K. Sanders, D. D., Yale 
University. 





The Significance of the Abode in Egypt. 
EITHER the sons of Jacob nor 
Joseph nor the Pharoah contem- 
plated at the outset any pro- 
longed residence in Egypt on the 
part of the Israelites. But they were 
pleasantly located and for a long time 
had no reason for departure. The revo- 
lution which placed the Egyptian dynas- 
ties once more upon the throne of Egypt 
may not have had any outward effect 
at the beginning upon the Hebrews, who 
were, after all, rather few in numbers 
and obscure. It soon afforded a double 
reason for their continuance in Egypt. 
With Thothmes III there was inaugurated 
that aggressive military policy which car- 
ried the victorious army of Egypt beyond 
the river Euphrates, making Palestine 
and Syria a battlefield and highway for 
many generations. From all such disturb- 
ance the Israelites and others who shared 
with them the hospitality of Egypt were 
protected. The land of Goshen was a 
refuge which became in every sense a 
new home. It may be, as Ebers suggests, 
that many of the able-bodied sons of Is- 
rael fought in the Egyptian armies. Egypt 
was a place of training and of various 
sorts of education, limited, no doubt by 
the traditional dislike of the Egyptians 
for foreigners. There was no tendency 
toward assimilation or absorption. 
The Change of Royal Policy. 

The Eighteenth Dynasty was composed 
of rulers who were too active in conquest 
or too full of religious speculations to be 
other than tolerant to their reasonably 
loyal subjects. They had little reason for 
anxiety. But the Nineteenth Dynasty of 
kings were confronted by more serious 
problems, both foreign and domestic. 
Ramses II, the greatest of them all, found 
his supremacy in Syria and Palestine 
threatened by the Hittites, with whom he 
was eventually forced to compromise on 
fairly equal terms. At the same time he 
cherished an over-weaning ambition to 
make his name immortal! by means of all 
manner of public works in Egypt. Jeal- 
ous of any of his subjects who might 
have Palestinian sympathies, and stand- 
Ing in great need of workmen, it is not 
etrange that he oppressed and enslaved 
the “foreigrers within his borders.” With 
all due allowances for our limited actual 
knowledge, Rameses If conforms most 
clearly to the “Oppressor” of the first 
chapter of Exodus. 

The Education of Moses. 

The Biblical explanation of the impor- 
tant. even revolutionary, changes in the 
environment and outlook of the sons of 
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Israel, which marked the beginnings of 
their life as a distinct people, was first 
the distinctive purpose of God and then 
the remarkable personality of Moses. He 
was one of the great men of history, an 
original, explicable neither by heredity 
nor environment, yet he had great ad- 
vantages. At the palace and during his 
youth he received all that the culture of 
that day in the most brilliant court of 
the world could offer. He was, probably, 
in a position to become familiar with 
large enterprises. Forced to abandon the 
court after exhibiting his sympathy for 
his own race and identifying himself 
with them, he found in the seclusion of 
Midian an equally salutary experience. 
When he began his work of leadership, 
he seemed to have a clear-cut policy. He 
knew what todo. For this we may thank 
the long opportunity given the awakened 
intellect for deliberation. It was not so 
much a punishment as an opportunity. 
The Call of Moses. 

The call of Moses, like that of Abra- 
ham, was, historically, ro doubt, a much 
longer ard broader affair than the heark- 
ening to a divine command on one par- 
ticular occasion. He had already made 
the Israelitish cause his own, he had de- 
termined, perhaps, what could be done 
with his people if once they were freed 
from Egypt, but he needed to receive the 
new revelation of God as the ever-active 
Providence, the God of Hosts, able to 
protect and guide his people and desirous 
of delivering Israel from oppression. 
What the Scriptural narrative describes 
as the declaration of the divine name 
was really on the part of Moses more 
than somethirg heard; it was a compre- 
hension of the true character of God in 
his active relationship with men and a 
realization that God would support him 
in achievirg Israel’s deliverance. With 
such an ally he could brave the anger 
even of a Pharaoh. 


il. EXPOSITORY NOTES. 


By Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, 
Northfield, Mass. 

Moses was the most remarkable man 
of Old Testament times, in his personal- 
ity, In the work he accomplished and in 
his abiding influence in the world. The 
present study covers a period of eighty 
years, ard deals with the subject of his 
preparation for his great work. 

Notice First the Elements in His Train- 
ing. 

1. His birth and early years were such 
as to have an abiding influence on his 
after life. His hiding by his parents was 
due to their faith in the purpose of God 
for his ancient. people, notwithstanding 
the fact of their wretched condition at 
the time. Such faith must have its ef- 
fect on the after-history of the child. How 
long his mother had charge of him we do 
not know, but in all probability quite long 
enough to have instilled into his childish 
mind thoughts concerning his own peo- 
ple which would bear fruit later on. 

2. His long residence at the court of 
the Pharaoh made him familiar with the 
ways of kings, and during that time as 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, he was 
highly educated, becoming “instructed in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians,” and 


BD. OD., 


“mighty in words and works.” Thus was 
contributed those elements of culture and 
dignity which gaye him the ability to 
rule, and to deal with kings, which char- 
acterized his later years. 

3. The next period was one of strange 
contrast; the life of a shepherd among 
the lonely splendors of the land of Mid- 
ian; forty years of pastoral and medita- 
tive life, for which his mind had been 
trained by the discipline of Egyptian ed- 
ucation. Thus were contributed those 
elements of quiet and restful strength 
and massive meekness which were neces- 
sary for all that was to follow. 

4. Then lastly followed the awful 
splendor of his actual call and commis- 
sion by Jehovah. The child of the court 
found himself in the presence of a majesty 
which compelled him to take off his 
shoes and become a worshiper, a majesty 
greater than that of earthly kings, while 
yet independent of its small trappings. 
The child of the wilderness found him- 
self in the presence of a commonplace 
bush, the like of which he had seen on 
every hand fcr long years, but which 
now was the throne of a fire which over- 
awed his spirit. From such circumstances 
his call to actual service came. He was 
to become the representative to the court 
he had left so long ago, of that lone Ma- 
jesty manifested in the desert. 


Notice Next the Man in His Development. 

1. The choice of manhood’s years was 
one of faith. No other motive is suffi- 
cient to account for it. It was based upon 
a deep conviction of the purpose of God 
for his people. The occasion revealed 
much in himself which proved his unfit- 
ness for Jeadership, and that explains his 
flight. The flight, however, demonstrates 
the choice of faith. 

2. After forty years his attitude when 
commissioned is remarkable. His reluc- 
tance to obey, even to the poirt of weak- 
ness, is evidence of how well he had 
learned the lessons of his own insuffi- 
ciency. And yet his ultimate obedience is 
even more remarkable as evidence of 
faith in God. When the timid shrinking 
from fear of his own weakness was over- 
come, he went forward with a splendid 
heroism to a work that must have filled 
the heart of any man with fear, save as 
he was resting in God. Criticise his cow- 
ardice, let who will; they should also 
commend his courage. 

When God raises up a_ providential 
man, he generally finds him where no 
one else would look for him, but events 
will show that he was indeed chosen in 
infinite wisdom, and after all needed 
preparation. God uses or dispenses with 
the methods of men as may be wisest, 
but he never sends forth any men on his 
service save those who are perfectly pre- 
pared at every point for the work to 
which they are appointed. 

The chief preparation after all is in the 
spirit of a man. Neither the wisdom of 
Egypt nor the habits of her court, nor 
yet the shepherd work in the wilderness 
perfectly prepared Moses. There had yet 
to be the greatest preparation of all, that 
of the bringing of his will into trustful 
submission to the purpose of God. This 
was accomplished at the burning bush, 
in direct and personal revelation. 
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THE “SUMMIT VISION.” 
By Mrs. P. R. Gibson. 
O’er toilsome steps we wind our way,.. 


The path seems rough and far the goal. 


Sometimes on sunny slopes we stay, 
To rest the weary brain and soul. 


Yet but a moment may we rest, 
Onward and upward must we climb; 

For life is but a constant quest— 
Much to achieve and little time. 


Sometimes the darkening shadows fall 
Athwart our path—we lose our way; 
Then heart and strength and courage— 
all 
Are gone as we have gone—astray. 


Clasping again the hand that leads 
Aright, we swift retrace our way, 
And find sufficient for our needs 
The guiding light that leads to day. 


From heights we’ve reached thro’ pain 
and toil, 
The path that seemed a weary way 
Looks but a little shining coil 
That draws us to a better day. 


Thus to the world-worn, weary soul 
There comes a time of sweet surcease; 

‘Tis then we reach a heavenly goal 
And find our “Summit Vision”—Peace. 
St. Louis, Mo. 





THE POWER OF SACRIFICE. 

A number of years ago there was a 
poor widow living in the highlands who 
could not pay her rent, and was to be 
evicted. She had a relative who lived 
over the mountains and she determined 
to seek refuge with him. And so one 
morning, with her little child, she started 
upon her long journey. It was a beauti- 
ful morning when she started, but there 
came on a rain, then a sleet and then 
a snow storm, long remembered in that 
country as the May snow. Several days 
passed and nothing being heard of the 
woman, a party of searchers went out. 
At last they came upon her body lying 
upon the very crest of the mountain un- 
der the shelter of a great rock, dead. A 
shepherd hunted further and then, in a 
cleft of the rock, found the child. The 
mother had on but one poor, miserable 
garment, hardly enough to hide her nak- 
edness and the child was wrapped in 
the mother’s clothes. 

“She stripped her mantle from her breast 

And bared her bosom to the storm, 
Then sank upon the snow to rest, 

And smiled to think her babe was 

warm.” 

Some years after this, when Norman 
McLeod, whose father had preached the 
mother’s funeral, ard from whom he had 
learned the story, was preaching in Glas- 
gow, just before one of his sermons there 
came up a snow storm, and he changed 
his text and told the story of this mother 
and his sacrifice. A few nights later a 
man, who was dying, sent for him and 
when the eminent divine arrived at his 
bed-side he said: “Mr. McLeod, I heard 
your sermon the other night. I had not 
been in a church for years, but I was 
passing and was attracted by the singing 


and I went in. I heard you tell the story 
of the mother and the son and you said 
in the sermon if that boy. is living te- 
day what would you think of his heart 
if the memory of that mother’s love did 
not awaken in him the profoundest ap- 
preciation and gratitude; if the sight of 
the mother’s garments did not fill him 
with a gratitude unspeakable. What 
would you think of that man if the mem- 
ories of his mother’s sacrifice, giving 
her life for his life, did not remind him 
of the stupendous sacrifice of his Savior? 
Mr. McLeod, I am that boy, and I do 
prize my mother’s love and have thought 
often of the sacrifice, and I have no other 
desire than that my body may lie beside 
hers, and not until the other night did 
I think of it associating with the Savior’s 
sacrifice. My mother’s love was not in 
vain; her prayers are not unanswered; 
her sacrifice has saved me.”—Selectéd. 





The greatest success is to be able to 
serve. 
. . > 
He best prays to his Father who pro 
vides for his brother. 


People without reverses are never suc- 
cesses. 
‘ > . . 
The sins in our house are never so 
large as those next door. 





A Marvel of Science. 

During a visit to the south with an 
eclipse expedition some years ago, says 
the Omaha Mercury, an eminent Ameri- 
can professor met an old negro servant 
whose duty it was to look after the 
chickens of the establishment where he 
was staying. The day before the eclipse 
took place, the professor, in an idle mo- 
ment, called the old man to him and 
said: “Sam, if to-morrow morning at 
eleven o’clock you watch your chickens 
you will find they will all go to roost.” 

Sam was skeptical, of course, but when 
at the appointed time next day the sun 
in the heavens was darkened and the 
chickens retired to roost, the negro’s as- 
tonishment knew no bounds. He ap- 
proached the professor in awed wonder. 
“Massa,” he asked, “how long ago did 
you know dat dem chickens would go 
to roost?” 

“Oh, a long time,” said the professor, 
airily. 

“Did you know a year ago, massa?” 

“Yes.” 

“Then dat beats de world!” exclaimed 
the astonished old man. “Dem chickens 
weren’t hatched a year ago.” 
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* fragrance from the Vale 
Lotus on the shoreward wind. 


Vearn not. Utopia is all about 
our cottage in the restful shade. 


Behold! The wild rose blooms for thee! 
‘Tis sweet and pure and good to kiss. 
Accept the rose, forget unrest; 
For this is Peace, Contentment, Bliss! 
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—Byron Williams. 
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XVI. 
INSTER STREET rises gradual- 
ly from the square near St. 


Cuthbert’s Church, and after a 
walk of ten minutes one finds 
e faded but respectable rows of its 
lower level giving place to dignified 
detached mansions, the notably aristo- 
cratic houses of Coalport twenty years 
ago. It was such a house, separated by 
a massive stone coping and bit of lawn 
from the street, that Father Norman en- 
tered with a latchkey at sunset of that 
same Wednesday afternoon. 

The interior of the house, silent and 
dim, had something of magnificence in 
its stately richness, although its appoint- 
ments spoke plainly of the taste of an 
earlier day. But the fine old portraits on 
the walls, the handsome tapestries, the 
stately staircase, the notable carvings 
of the furniture, possessed the intrinsic 
quality which neither age nor custom can 
disparage. 

Father Norman passed through the 
hall, stopping for a moment to tell a 
man-servant, who appeared to have been 
watching for him, that he was to go out 
to dinner; ascended the stairs to the sec- 
ond story, which was silent and empty, 
as he had found the rooms below. A 
central gallery gave access to many lux- 
uriously appointed chambers; but, tak- 
ing @ narrow passage at the extreme end, 
Norman found his way to a small room 
with one window overlooking the garden 
at the rear of the house. 

The floor of this room was bare; a sin- 
gle light burned upon a desk, above 
which hung a crucifix, the same which 
had hung in the room at tae Whippany 
Inn. A porcelain reproduction of Murillo’s 
St. Anthony receiving the infant Christ, 
was the sole ornament of the room, 
which had for its furnishings a lining of 
crowded bookcases around: the walls, a 
narrow iron bed, a Savonarola chair, and 
a prie-dieu. 

Laying his shovel hat and greatcoat 
aside, Father Norman seated himself at 
his desk, laid a memorandum book open 
before him, and occupied himself for 
twenty minutes in copying certain notes 
from it into a larger book of the same 
nature. His motions were firm, quick, 
and definite, those of a man of energy 
and purpose, working clearly and point- 
edly on familiar ground, but when the 
process of copying and filling out his 
parish notes was accomplished, a certain 
change came over the man, both in his 
face and in the expression of his attitude. 
His head rested upon one hand, and in 
his eyes a musing, brooding dreaminess 
became dominant. 

He sat thus, motionless, for several 
moments, with something like a smile 
on his mouth, and then suddenly he rose 
and locked his door; then returning to 
his desk he opened a low drawer and 
from it took a sheet of common water- 
color board which bore a hasty and half- 


finished sketch. Father Norman placed 
this sketch upon his desk, beneath the 
drop-light, then stepping back a pace or 
two he regarded it steadily, with critical 
scrutiny in which some emotional ele- 
ment was curiously mingled. The sketch 
showed a dark-haired girl in a white 
dress of straight, severe outline, passing 
through a dusky wood, where the trees 
were like the tall columns of a cathe- 
dral. The girl held her hands clasped and 
dropped before her, her head was lifted 
on its slender, stem-like throat, the eyes 
were startled, large, and dark, like the 
eyes of a fawn. The foreground had been 
roughly washed-in, the detail was incom- 
plete, but on the margin below, in Father 
Norman’s handwriting, were the lines: 
“Thou mystic spimt of the woods, 

Why that ethereal grace that seems 

A vision of our actual good, 

Linked with the land of dreams?” 

The lonely man hung long over this 
picture, which, for all its marks of haste 
and incompleteness, bore the signal im- 
press of artistic grace and poetic con- 
ception. As he looked, his face relaxed 
its wonted grave austerity, old lines 
seemed lost, and new and gentler looks 
came out as if from some deep, un- 
guessed springs of consciousness. Then, 
with swift recollection, the half-smile 
died from his face, the sketch was hasti- 
ly replaced among old papers in the 
drawer and locked away again, but the 
hands that touched it did so with rever- 
ent tenderness. 

Seven o'clock found the rector of St. 
Cuthbert’s one of a dinner company of 
twelve at the new and splendid residence 
of Mr. Horatio Barringer. 

This function was of high significance, 
ecclesiastic as well as social, for the 
guest of honor was no less a person than 
the newly elected bishop, who was pass- 
ing through Coalport on a pastoral visi- 
tation to the western part of the diocese, 
and had been waylaid and captured after 
no little finessing by Mrs. Barringer, who 
was distantly related to his wife. 

While Mrs. Barringer had conducted 
the movements resulting in the visible 
victory of the evening’s event, it was her 
elder daughter Florence who had seen 
the opportunity, its significance and pos- 
sibility, and whose initiative her mother 
had readily followed. The relation be- 
tween the late bishop and the rector of 
St. Cuthbert’s had become considerably 
strained in consequence of the latter’s 
ritualistic bent, which was regarded by 
his superior as excessive and undesir- 
able, and likely to lead to various diffi- 
cuicies and to issues greatly to be depre- 
cated. So pronounced had this feeling 
become that the year before he died the 
bishop had refused his annual visitation 
to the church of St. Cuthbert’s, and 
Father Norman’s position had been em- 
barrassing in the extreme. It had become 
a matter of prime importance, as Flor- 
ence Barringer, who had a little states- 
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manship, clearly saw, to capture the new 
bishop in two senses as speedily as pos 
sible, before steps were taken which 
could not be retraced. Hence this dinner, 
where it well behooved Father Norman 
to make the best of his opportunities and 
establish himself betimes in his bishop’s 
favor. 

The occasion was a brilliant one. The 
great dining room was a marvel of chaste 
and harmonious splendor, radiant with 
softly tinted light, with exquisite flowers, 
and sumptuous service fit for a bishop 
or a palace. The bishop was suave and 
gracious, a man of beautiful, flexible dig- 
nity, and a capital raconteur. The host 
and hostess rejoiced in their high privi- 
lege, which reached a series of climaxes 
when the bishop from time to time would 
find occasion to say, “You know, Mrs. 
Barringer, Matilda always says,”—or Ma- 
tilda does, or desires, or whatver else of 
a desirable nature might be found to 
link the present glory to the somewhat 


“modest past through the person of Ma- 


tilda, wife of the bishop and third cousin 
of Mrs. Barringer. 

Grace Barringer, as younger daughter, 
was modest and sweet in the most 
recherché version of white muslin and 
ribbons attainable, but her sister Flor- 
ence wore a Worth gown of satin and 
lace, and was as stately and beautiful as 
some court lady in the splendid days of 
the Renaissance. Father Norman had 
never seen her when her beauty and 
grace were so convincing and even daz- 
zling, and when she spoke to him the 
triumphant brilliancy of her eyes and 
smile were softened, and she walked be- 
side him into the dining room with a 
gentle, lingering step, and a touch upon 
his arm which said that to him she was 
after all “a soft, sweet woman,” and not 
a grande dame. 

As for Norman himself, it had ap- 
parently not entered into his heart to 
conceive that this was his chance to cap- 
ture the bishop; but the thing which he 
might have failed to do of set purpose or 
design, befell as in the very nature of 
things, simply from the personality of 
the two men. 

The distinction of Norman’s person 
and manner, the refinement of his mind 
and speech, the unmistakable spiritual 
elevation which visibly dwelt in him, 
united with his highly developed poetic 
and artistic nature to draw all men like- 
minded irresistibly to him. The bishop, 
who had been warned of the rector of St. 
Cuthbert’s as a somewhat dangerous and 
troublesome factor to be dealt with in 
the problems of his diocese, was dis- 
armed at once when he met and talked 
with the man. He compared him instant- 
ly with the typical parish priest, with the 
plodding, mechancial, unilluminated rou- 
tine men he had met hitherto, and his 
perception, keener than that of his prede- 
cessor, leaped at once to the prestige 
which a man like Norman conferred up- 
on his diocese. And besides, the ritual- 
ists were bound to get the best of it in 
the next ten years; they were on the in- 
coming wave which would soon be at its 
flood in this country, as it was in Eng- 
land. Norman might have the fever a 
little intensely, but it was not dangerous. 
Let him hear confessions if he liked. 

The bishop excused himself early, but 
not before, in a few casual words, quite 
as a matter of course, he had fixed the 
date of his visitation of St. Cuthbert’s 
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with Norman. Florence Barringer heard 
what he said. After this he might go, 
as far as she was concerned. He had 
come, had seen, and she had conquered. 
She turned to Norman with eyes radiant 
with triumph, the bishop being gone, and 
held out both her white hands in joyous 
congratulation. His manner was perfectly 
quiet, without excitement or elation, but 
he met her enthusiasm with his rare, 
cordial smile, which said more than other 
men’s raptures, she fancied. 

“You have won,” she said under her 
breath, “and oh, I cannot tell you how 
happy I am!” 

Father Norman bowed a slightly formal 
acknowledgment. There came a faintly 
perceptible anxiety into Miss Barringer’s 
face. 

“I wanted to bring this about if it were 
possible, in time, you know.” 

“You have been everything that is 
kind,” was Father Norman’s reply; “it 
is altogether your doing. Miss Barringer,” 
and at her motion he led the way to a 
window niche where, in the shadow of 
some tall ferns, they sat down together 
to discuss the event, and all that hung 
upon it. 

Tom Ripley meantime had dropped in 
and was talking with Grace Barringer, 
not having heard, he said, of the even- 
ing’s function, which had been quite im- 
promptu. 

“Ah, you may say so!” protested 
Grace, “but I do not believe you. You 
know by instinct where Father Norman 
is to be found; you follow him, just as a 
bit of steel is drawn to a magnet.” 

“Then here goes,” was the laughing 
answer, and the young fellow started 
across the room. 

“Tom,” whispered Grace laughing, and 
touching his sleeve, “for mercy’s sake 
keep yourself out of Father Norman’s 
sight! If he sees you he will be given 
over to all the devices and desires of the 
parish again, Can’t you let him alone five 
minutes? Look at Fio. Isn’t she in the 
seventh heaven? She has him all to her- 
self, and his mood must surely be melt- 
ing in a degree after all she has done for 
him. Or do you suppose he doesn’t know 
it? His head is always so high above all 
our poor little human considerations. 
Perhaps he wanted to be made a martyr 
of, who knows?” 

“How absurd,” returned Ripley; “the 
bishop is a brick, and I’m awfully glad, 
I tell you; but aear me, Grace, any bish- 
op with half an eye would try to con- 
ciliate Father Norman. There is not his 
equal in this state, if there is in the 
country, and I'll tell you I believe he is 
going to revolutionize the church in the 
United States, if you give him time.” 

“Oh, certainly, that is a very moderate 
expectation from you, Tom, I should 
think. But isn’t Flo royal to-night? That 
gown positively marks an epoch.” 

“Simply stunning. Where from?” 
“Worth.” 

“I thought so. You tell her with my 
love to continue to patronize him. She 
is magnificent—nothing less. Ah, Mrs. 
Knight!” as that lady joined Grace, 
“good evening. I am an unbidden guest, 
but Miss Grace has taken pity on me, 
and lets me stay, since the grand central 
luminary has set, so to speak.” 

“Certainly,” retorted Grace; “after sun- 
set the small, little twinkling stars, like 
Mr. Ripley, come out, the satellites, you 
know, Mrs. Knight, of our great lights,” 





and she glanced significantly across the 
room at Father Norman, who had left his 
seat now, and was beginning to look 
about vaguely for his hostess. 

“Jupiter has risen, Tom,” she added 
saucily; “begin to revolve.” 

When presently Father Norman joined 
the group, and stood a little apart listen- 
ing to their conversation, with Miss Bar- 
inger by his side, Mrs. Knight was say- 
ing: 

“Oh, Mr. Ripley, you always know peo- 
ple and who their grandfathers were, and 
whom their second cousins married; I 
wonder if you can’t tell me who the fair 
unknown is, whom Mr. Knight and I 
have been speculating upon since Sun- 
day.” 

Tom Ripley bowed ceremoniously. “I 
am at your service, madam; say on,” he 
replied with oracular brevity. 

“Well, this girl, quite young, nineteen 
perhaps, passed us first on the avenue. 
The sweetest thing I ever saw”—Mrs. 
Knight was rapid and emphatic and giv- 
en to enthusiasm—‘“in gray!” 

Tom Ripley closed one eye and put his 
head on one side refiectively. “I know 
you are a judge, and therefore mention 
this little fact. Her style was severe, and 
really rather exquisite, and altogether 
she had a quite unusual) distinction, don’t 
you know?” 

Ripley nodded with an air of profound 
sagacity, and as one whose general in- 
formedness would not be found wanting. 

“Oh, yes, I forgot her eyes!” Mrs. 
Knight interjected hastily; “big, dark, 
pathetic, spirituelle. Mr. Knight declares 
they haunt him. I am more interested to 
know who is her dressmaker. Well, all 
this wouldn’t matter, but you see, after- 
ward when we were at church, in she 
came and sat with Miss Archibald, not 
far from us, you know, and acted as if 
she had always been there; but I never 
saw her before. Now who can she be?” 

“There is no particular mystery about 
it, Mrs. Knight,” remarked Florence Bar- 
ringer, from her place beside Father 
Norman. Her tone was peculiarly cold, 
even slighting. “I am sorry to demolish 
your little romance, but you must mean 
a Miss Herendean, who lives out beyond 
you on Willow street.” 

“Oh, the little Quaker girl,”’ commented 
Tom Ripley, with languid surprise and 
obvious loss of interest; “I did not rec- 
ognize your description.” 

“Willow street!” cried Mrs. Knight 
with a circumflex accent, evidently dis- 
appointed; “not a stranger in Coalport, 
then?” 

“Not at all,” said Miss Barringer care- 
lessly; “and really she is not anybody in 
particular, as far as I have ever heard, 
is she, Tom? It is rather odd, too, her 
coming to our church, for they are a 
Quaker family.” 

“Dear, dear,” and Mrs. Knight sighed, 
“to think that I must tell my husband 
that our beautiful gray inconnue is a 
nobody after all!” 

“Nobody, perhaps, to those who do not 
know her, Mrs. Knight, but not wholly 
destitue of distinction to those who do. 
Do not be too deeply disappointed.” 

It was Father Norman who said these 
words, with a touch of grave irony. His 
voice and manner were, as usual, quiet, 
courteous, reserved, giving the impres- 
sion of one who was but a spectator in 
other men’s matters; but Florence Bar- 
ringer, standing at his side, glanced up 





into his face and noted the unwonted 
kindling of his eyes with an intuitive 
sense of dismay. 

What availed the conquest of a bishop? 
What the rescue of his own cause? To 
what purpose the luster and brilliancy 
of to-night’s high feast? 

Cold at her heart she knew, although 
how she could not tell, that her own 
cause was lost. 

XVII. 

It was between the hours of four and 
five on the following Wednesday, Mary 
and Eunice Herendean were seated with 
Father Norman beside a table in a re- 
ception room at the parish house of St. 
Cuthbert’s, and the doors were shut. The 
table was covered with books and pam- 
phlets, to which the clergyman occasion- 
ally referred as he set forth to his cat- 
echumen the tenets and theories of the 
church. Eunice sat before him, her 
hands clasped in her lap, looking stead- 
fastly into his face as he spoke. Her 
sister was seated on the other side of 
the table, and removed from it a short 
distance. 

Father Norman as he spoke and ques- 
tioned looked into the face of Eunice 
searchingly but kindly, and from time to 
time his grave face relaxed into a smile 
of gentleness and encouragement. Mary 
he seemed hardly to have observed, after 
having welcomed her with due courtesy 
on her coming. Now, however, as he 
passed on from minor matters to the car- 
dinal doctrines of his system, Father 
Norman’s own profound reverence of na- 
ture, and his high sense of the mystic 





A DOCTOR’S FOOD. 





Found a Food That Lifted Him Out of 
Trouble. 

The food experience of a doctor exper- 
imenting with himself is worth knowing. 
He says: 

“IT had acid dyspepsia since I have any 
knowledge, from eight years old I know. 

“It worked down from stomach to in- 
testines locating at the umbilicus in en- 
teritis until six years ago the agony ev- 
ery few days was something terrible. I 
have walked the floor for hours unable 
to eat or digest if I should eat. 

“Medicine would not relieve me at all. 
Four years ago I began the use of Grape- 
Nuts and since the first dish I have 
never had an attack of the old trouble. 
I take four tablespoonfuls once a day 
with my supper which is composed only 
of whole wheat bread and the Grape 
Nuts. 

“The wonderful part of my case is that 
I have never had an attack or even any 
of the dreadful symptoms since the very 
first meal of Grape-INuts. Most of my 
patients know how suddenly and prompt- 
ly Grape-Nuts cured me and I have pre- 
scribed the food with good results in 
many cases.” Name given by Postum 
Co.. Battle Creek, Mich. 

Grape-Nuts is regularly prescribed in 
place of medicine by many physicians 
for stomach or intestinal trouble, lack of 
nourishment, brain-fag and nervous pros- 
tration. * The result usually shows im- 
mediate improvement and a speedy, com- 
plete cure. ‘ 

Ten day’s trial of Grape-Nuts in place 
of starchy foods works wonders. 

“There’s a reason.” 

Look in each package for the famous 
little book, “The Road to Wellville.” 
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sacredness of the supreme rites into 
which it was his duty to indoctrinate his 
pupil, dominated his manner, his looks, 
and even the tones of his voice. He 
spoke in lower tones, with deeper em- 
phasis, and with more authority; his face 
} Was grave, even to solemnity, his man- 
ner marked by suppressed intensity of 
feeling. 

Bunice watched and listened with 
bated breath and childlike awe, and bow- 
ed her head meek and acquiescent as he 
said: “This doctrine of the Real, objec- 
tive Presence in the eucharistic sacrifice 
is the very center and core of our ritual 
and our faith. Understand me; under 
the forms of bread and wine, the priest 
really offers upon the altar the holy 
body and blood of our Lord in perpetual 
sacrifice to God. This it is which con- 
tinues to men the benefits procured upon 
the cross. So, my child, the sacrifice of 
the cross and the sacrifice of the mass 
are one, and——” 

At this moment Father Norman was 


interrupted by a sudden, hasty move- 
ment on the part of Mary Herendean. 
She had risen from her chair; a glance 
at her face showed that every vestige of 
color had left it, while the light in her 
eyes was concentrated into something 
like white fire. She did not speak, but 
passed rapidly behind Eunice toward the 
door. 

When she reached the door Father 
Norman was at her side, confronting her; 
the hand which she extended to open the 
door was touched and turned aside by 
his hand, which was laid quietly upon the 
knob. Mary Herendean’s hand fell by 
her side, and she trembled as she stood, 
from head to foot. 

“I wish you to let me go, Francis Nor- 
man,” she said in a low voice, inaudible 
to Eunice; “I cannot stay to hear the 
things you are teachirg my little sister. 
I think you forget that we have been 
taught to believe that our God is a Spirit, 
to be worshiped in spirit—in truth.” 

(To be continued.) 





Are We to Judge Men's Sins by their Suffering in this World? 8» S-s 








HE recent Baltimore disaster has 
given new interest to the ques- 
tion: Are we to judge men’s sins 
by their suffering in this world? 
in other words, was the great fire the 
visitation of divine vengeance because 
of Baltimore’s sins? Many are answering 
this positively in the affirmative, and one 
preacher has declared that it was God’s 
rebuke because the people criticised his 
sermons and another ventured to affirm 
that it was a rebuke to the legislature 
because of the talk of passing a “jim 
crow” car ordinance, and the _ great 
masses of people have said that it was 
because of the sins amorg the rich, as 
it was largely the wealthy section that 
was burned. This is a world of sections 
indeed and many come far short of the 
mark. 





That Baltimore has many sins in all 
departmerts of its city life is no ques- 
tion. There are social sins, commercial 
sins and sins in its municipal and relig- 
lous life. No one of them is to be apol- 
ogized for or covered. Sin always and 
everywhere fs to be rebuked and repent- 
ed of, but was the great fire a visitation 
of divine wrath? Is individual trouble, 
affliction and sorrow an expression of 
divine vengeance? Are we punished 
here everytime we do wrong? If to these 
three questions we give the affirmative 
answer, a harder question comes up and 
that is, How then can you explain why 
any one of us are living, for all are 
sinners? But to all these questions the 
answer is, No; positively, no. Great suf- 
ferers are not necessarily great sinners, 
neither can we judge men’s sins by their 
suffering in this world. 

To charge that calamities and afflic- 
tions are the visitations of divine wrath 
is a heathen idea. (1) When those suc- 
cession of calamities and afflictions came 
to Job, fully 1,800 years before Christ, 
his three heathen friends charged him 
with having committed some recent sin 
and God was punishing him for it. Job 
denies it, refutes the charge that the 


righteous never suffer and the epilogue is 
a call from God himself to these three 
heathen friends to bring an offering to 


the altar that Job might pray God to for- 
give them for making such a charge. 
(2) When Paul was shipwrecked on the 
island of Melita, the heathen population 
charged him at once with being a mur- 
derer, because they saw a serpent fasten 
itself to Paul’s hand while he was gath- 
ering some wood to make a fire. (3) In 
the time of the ministry of our Lord, the 
same idea was current and when some 
told him of those Galileans who had been 
slain in the Temple while offering their 
sacrifices at the order of Pilate he said: 
“Think ye that these Galileans were sin- 
ners above all the Galileans, because they 
have suflered these things. I tell you, 
nay; but except you repent, ye shall all 
in like manner perish. Or those eighteen 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and 
killed them, think ye that they were of- 
fenders above all the men that dwell in 
Jerusalem? I tell you, nay; but except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 

Hardships are necessary to character 
building. These things belong in the 
Christian’s pathway, and Paul said: “Let 
no man be moved by these afflictions, 
for yourselves know that hereunto we are 
appointed.” Affiictions make us, and 
sorrow is the scaffolding upon which 
love celebrates its best victories. On 
this side of the grave is training, build- 
ing, making or the lack of it; on the 
other side rewards and jugments and the 
happerings of this world are examples 
unto us. 





Special Notice.—Send the March of- 
fering for Foreign Missions promptly 
Monday morning, March 7th, if the offer- 
ing is already, to F. M. Rains, Cor. Sec., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. State whether the of- 
fering is from the church, an individual, 
and Endeavor Society or Sunday school. 
Be careful to give the local name of the 
church when different from the postoffice. 
Send by bank draft, express order, post- 
office order, or registered letter. He wiil 
promptly return proper receipt. There 
should be no unnecessary delay in send- 
ing the offering. 





The sermon that is easy to deliver is 
often hard to digest. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 
(Continued from page 211.) 
but why or how? The wisest cannot ex- 
plain it. So with spiritual storms and 
calms. “The law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death.” It is a declara- 
tion of fact, of human experience. The 
natural and spiritual fact we know—the 
process we may not understand. The 
Voice spake and it was done. This is the 
fact, in creation and redemption. It is 
the Christian’s steadfast faith. Even 
when we are fearful and trembling the 
Voice of Infinite Power brings Infinite 
Peace. We do not know how. But “the 
Power of God that passeth all under- 
standing shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” Faith, 
prayer and supplication bring heavenly 
harmonies. 





WHO IS THE CRIMINAL? 

Who shot the victims in Chicago’s re- 
cent car barn murder? The saloon. 

Our rum-cursed city hall, and the pro- 
fessed followers of Christ who helped 
elect men to office who aliow our 7,300 sa- 
loons to shoot into our homes, insult and 
defy our laws, capture our flag and fire 
on our cross, and thereby train up an 
army of desperadoes, helped make the 
almost unparalleled record of crime and 
murder of Peter Neidermeyer and his 
three young bandit friends. Have I told 
the truth? In the name of the millions 
suffering through the curse of the United 
States government saloon, I beg an an- 
swer. In the name of the Church of 
Christ, whose greatest enemy is this 
powerful liquor machinery, I demand an 
answer. Eva M. Shontz, 

Pres. Chicago Y. P. C. T. U. 





DOCTOR’S COFFEE 





And His Daughter Matched Him. 


Coffee drinking troubled the family of 
a physician of Grafton, W. Va., who de 
scribes the situation briefly: 

“Having suffered quite a while from 
vertigo, palpitation of the heart and 
many other derangements of the nervous 
system and finding no relief from usual 
methods of treatment, I thouglit to see 
how much there was in the Postum argu- 
ment against coffee. 

“So I resorted to Postum, cutting off 
the coffee, and to my surprise and satis- 
faction have found entire relief from all 
my sufferings, proving conclusively the 
baneful effect of coffee and the way to 
be rid of it. 

“I have found Postum completely 
takes the place of coffee both in flavor 
and in taste. It is becoming more popu- 
lar every day with many of our people 
and is having great demand here. 

“My daughter, Mrs. Long, has been a 
sufferer for a long time from attacks of 
acute indigestion. By the dismissal of 
coffee and using Postum in its place she 
has obtained complete relief. 

“I have also heard from many others 
who have used your Postum very favor- 
able accounts of its good effects. 

“I prescribe Postum in place of coffee 
in a great many cases and I believe that 
upon its merits Postum will come into 
general use.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Look for the famous little book, “The 
Road to Wellvilie,” in each package. 
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Cc. A. Young preached at Irving Park 
Sunday morning and evening and spoke 
to the Christian Templars, a boys’ or- 
ganization; in the afternoon. 


The Metropolitan—Large audiences as- 
sembled to hear Miss Bertha. Clawson 
teli of the Master’s interests in Japan. 
We are thankful .that she could inspire 
us with such an ambition to serve. The 
Winona Glee Club will give a concert on 
Friday evening at 8 p. m., under the 
auspices of the Pilothurian Literary 
Club, an organization of the church. The 
proceeds will go to the building fund. 


Jackson Boulevard—The evening  at- 
tendance was a fair gauge of the en- 
thusiasm and interest aroused by the late 
series of meetings. In spite of a heavy 
downpour of rain the large auditorium 
was well filled with an appreciative audi- 
ence, half of whom were strangers. It 
may not be known to our brethren, that 
the Jackson Boulevard church enjoys 
the largest attendance of any West Side 
Protestant church. This has been re- 
ported again and again by friends who 
visit all the churches. It is a matter of 
congratulation that in all probability the 
Jackson Boulevard has the largest Sun- 
day School upon the West Side. 


First Church—Gratifying progress is 
being made in the work of this congre 
gation. Every department of the church 
is prospering. The Sunday School is 
delighted in the use of the Blakeslee sys- 
tem of Bible study for the first time this 
year, and is doing a very substantial 
work. The Y. P. 8. C. E. is growing 
steadily. The meetings of the C. W. B. 
M. are well attended. The Ladies’ Circle 
is “pushing” the work of accumulating a 
fund for a church lot, and study of the 
epistles of Paul has inspired an especial 
interest in the prayer meetings. There 
have been 13 additions at regular serv- 
ices since last report. 





Chicago Heights—The first anniver- 
sary service was held Feb. 22, in Thomas 
Opera House. It wags an occasion for 
great rejoicing. Perhaps no gathering 
was ever in a more profound spirit of 
gratitude than this one. A little over 
one year ago there was no sign of a 
Christian church, but the small nucleus 
of members here gave the cry, “Come 
over and help us,” and by the grace of 
God a sweet spirited missionary came 
from the Chicago Mission Board, Bro. 
Larrabee by name, who by strenuous ef- 
forts, formed an organization that stands 
as a monument for good. Bro. Kindred 
preached the sermon. The report of one 
year’s work, read by Dr. Hixon, showed 
the church as having gained 250 per cent 
in membership; and giving liberally to 
mission work. The members are en- 
thusiastic and. we sincerely trust and 
pray that they may have every hope 
realized; and their prayers answered. 


The first of January, 1904, this church 
became the living link of the Englewood 
church. 


Fifty Years the Standard 














































Improves the flavor and adds to 
the healthfulness of the food. 


PRICE BAKING POWDER CO., CHICAGO. 





Dedication of the Evanston Church. 

The Evanston church was organized 
eight years ago, and has worshipped in 
rented halls until within the past month. 
About three years ago a building fund 
was created. It was about seven months 
ago that a vacant lot was offered for 
sale’ at a bargain. It was purchased by 
the church at a cost of $1,750 and paid 
for. A meeting of the congregation was 
called, and nearly $1,800, in pledges, were 
secured. Plans for a $5,000 chapel were 
at once drawn, and preparations were 
made to begin building Feb. ist. Near 
the last of December it was brought to 
the attention of the church that the 
Congregationalists were anxious to sell a 
church property, with all the equipments, 
located on Asbury avenue and Lee 
street, in the southwestern part of the 
city. The whole outfit, which originally 
cost fully $6,000, was purchased Jan. Ist, 
for $3,000. It is located in a beautiful 
resident community of about 3,000 people 
with no other English-speaking congre- 
gation. The building is well built and 
splendidly arranged with all modern 
equipments. The seating capacity is 
fully 300 people. The exterior is of com- 
position material. The interior has been 
redecorated and carpet and pews have 
been put in the audience room, at a cost 
of about $600. Lord’s Day, Feb. 28th, 
was the greatest day in the history of 
the church, being the occasion of the 
formal dedication of the building. Bro. 
L. L. Carpenter was present and con- 





ducted the services, morning and after- 
noon. The evering was occupied by the 
Endeavorers, at which time EB. 8. Ames, 
a former pastor of the church, made the 
principal address. It was a day of great 
rejoicing. Two thousand dollars was 
needed to cover all indebtedness. All 
gave freely and cheerfully pledging them- 
selves to sacrifices that put to shame 
the selfish, luke-warm Christian. Bro. 
Carpenter is a master of such occasions. 
He kept the audience in continual good 
humor, repeatedly exhorting, “Speak and 
let the worst be known, for speaking 
may relieve you.” The entire amount 
was provided for, in cash and pledges 
running over a period of nine months. 
All joined heartily, after the dedicatory 
prayer, in singing “Praise God From 
Whom All Blessings Flow.” When this 
is all considered in the light that the 
church has not quite a hundred mem- 
bers, it is indeed remarkable. The mem- 
bership is united and joyous in the pos- 
session of home, unincumbered, and con- 
fidently expects to accomplish great 
things, “through Christ who strength- 
eneth.” W. D. Ward, Pastor. 





Tokyo, Japan.—We look back over 4 
happy and fruitful year. I baptized twen- 
ty men and three women. My two large 
bible classes are growing larger. Our 
new dwelling house and chapel, erected 
during the year at a cost of $2,590, are a 
great help to the work. y 
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H. J. Hostetler is just entering upon 
his second year’s work at Blue Mound. 
Bro. Hostetler is algo secretary of the 
sixth district and is doing an excellent 


BOOKS SOLD 





work. 
Ghe C ristia Century Co Last week the Foreign Society  re- 
b— ‘ may ee 4 ceived another gift of $1,000 on the Apr- 
“a nuity Plan. This thousand dollars will 
Butered Chicago Post Office as go toward the establishment of the Bible ee 
Class Matter, February 28, 1902. College in India. 
Gubsestistens- =. | A number of new Living Link churches $50,000.00 WORTH 
payabie in advance and begin at time will be enriched during month of March. 
Ferme a: $1.50 year. Foreign ptione §6The Foreign Society hopes to report 50 
. te me = new Living Link churches at the St. Th he Be 
The labelon the paper showsthemonthtownich Louis Convention next October. @ ewest and st 
—-s —P mS eo te eee The First Church at Bloomington, III, Publications 


are considered 
tay a discontinued at expiration 
for without request of subscriber. Paper is 
eontinued until ail arrearages are paid. 


If the paper 
Bot reach you regularly, notify us at once. 


has $600 in pledges to constitute it a 
Living Link church. W. R. Lloyd is the 
pastor. It is hoped a number of other 
churches in Illinois will follow this good 
example of Bloomington. 

The church of Kenton, Ohio, with the 
churches in Stark county will support a 
missionary on the foreign field after this 





Une urm ia Chicago has _ recently 
thrown fifty thousand dollars worth of 
the best books published upon the book 
market. Many of these new books can 
be pougut m job lots at forty cents on 
tue woula:. We Cau svuil these books at 
forty per cent discount and make mon- 


year. Their missionary is D. E. Dan- 
py ty Cd hy — > Do menberg, a graduate of Hiram college, ey. In many of the lots there are only 
Bot send local Checks or full credit cannot be who goes to China September next. a few books of one title, so those who 
Given, as we have to pay custange chasges. J. W. Kilborn, Keokuk, Ia. at the ur- buy first will not only get the best bar- 
sy m business aad reliable ems sent solicitation of the executive commit- gains, but have the largest number of 
advertised. tes given on application. tee of the Central Illinois Ministerial In-_ titles to choose from. 
Sem munications— stitute is serving out his term as secre- NO FREE BOOKS. 


Articles for publication should not exceed one 
thousand words and should be in our office one 
week a eecseus te date of paper in sas ees 
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church be in line with a 
Foreign Missions 


Let every 
great offering for 
March 6th. 

Alm to break’ all previous records for 


tary. The next institute will be held at 
Atlanta, April 12-13. A good program 
will be announced in a short time. 

William Oeschger, pastor of the church 
at Vincennes, Ind., passed through the 
city last week to Valparaiso, Neb., 
where he had been called by the death 
of his mother, a notice of which appears 
in another column. The Christian Cen- 
tury extends sympathy to Brother 
Oeschger. 

J. G. Waggoner, our educational secre- 
tary for Illinois, is at home in Eureka 
sick with grippe. He seems a little im- 
proved, although his life was almost 
He trusts the Father and 


We are not offering to give books 
worth their weight in gold to our readers 
for NOTHING. Those expecting some 
thing for nothing need not waste time 
or postage writing us. If you desire to 
secure for yourself or your friends the 
best and newest publications at discounts 
ranging from thirty to forty per cent, and 
are willing to leave us a margin to make 
money on these job lots, write at once, 
giving us a list of from five to ten titles 
of books you desire. 

WRITE TO-DAY. 

The Christian Century Company, 
858 Dearborn St., Chicago, II. 











world-wide missions on the first Sun- ‘despaired of. 
day in March. His children have been preciously near vices in their homes. The moral effect 
Determine to reach at least the ap- nd kind. Correspondents will have to on the community of seeing all the 
portionment asked of your church be patient. churches working together was great and PI 
Donble it if you can. The work of Pastor A. D. Harmon, St. some of the preachers expressed the wish ry 
The church of Akron, Ohio, is sure of Paul, Minn., is being appreciated very that such union efforts might be contin- J 
raising $700 the first Sunday in March. much not only by members of his con- wyed permanently.” There were ten con- aint 
J. G. Slayter, the minister, is delighted. gregation, but by those on the outside. yersions. Nine of these will be “Chris- ane 
Steubenville, Ohio, has determined to A lady of the Roman Catholic faith visit- tians only.” E 
become a Living Link in the Foreign So- e¢d the First Christian church and on be- Ms 
ciety the first Sunday in March, H.H. ing asked the usual question, What do Evangelistic Telegrams. fess 
Moniger is the pastor. you think of our pastor? she replied Ladoga, Ind.—Closed at Lebanon. T 
Aim to secure an offering from every  Driefly and with ready wit, “There ought Twenty-one days, 107 additions. Hackle- port 
member of your church on March 6th. to be a ‘y’ added to his name.” man fine yokefellow. Began at Jeffer- ois 
Increase the number of givers, if possible, Last week the Board of Church Exten-  sonville Sunday.—W. T. Brooks. E 
as well as the amount contributed. sion received $1,000 on the annuity plan Jacksonville, [ll—Scoville and Helm, Pen 
Keep in mind that we expect to from a friend in Iowa. The board is re 109 in last five days, 204 in twenty days. enc 
reach $250,000 for Foreign Missions this quired to pay only 4 per cent on this gift. Continue—R. F. Thrapp. eou! 
year, 1904. That means the churches, as This is the one hundred and seventh gift Mannington, W. Va—Tne Clarence L 
churches, must give $100,000 during to Church Extension on the annuity plan. Mitchell meeting continues with crowded rept 
March. This $1,000 will help to build two churches houses. One hundred and eighty-five ad- mat 
All the signs point to a substantial in- in the month of March. Write to G. W. ditions —J. W. Underwood. J. 
crease in the gifts from the churches for Muckley, corresponding secretary, 600 Charleston, [ll—One hundred and seri 
Foreign Missions. Let every church be Water Works building, Kansas City, Mo. eight to date. Presbyterian resigned “Th 
diligent to take an honorable part in the J. E. Denton, pastor of the Christian good position to come. Great interest. sior 
forward step. church, Vacaville, Cal., has participated Shaw splendid pastor. Allen. Wilson, Cc 
Are you going to the Congress? Where? in a union meeting with three other evangelist. mes 
Chicago. When? March 22-24. What churches which was conducive of much San 
are the subjects to be presented? Chris- good, the pastors preaching in turn. No No Substitute, low 
tian Union, Apologetics, Social Service. use was made of the anxious seat, and Not even the best raw cream, equals i; 
See page 222. the simple confession of faith in Christ Borden’s Peerless Brand Evaporated Me! 
T. H. Blenus, Jacksonville, Fla., writes: was the only test imposed. “The pastors Cream for tea, coffee, chocolate, cereals hol 
“Five additions at the St. Christian went out two by two and visited every and general household cooking. It is add 
church since list report. This church is home in town distributing literature and the result of forty-five years’ experience v 
in sympathy with every phase of mis- offering prayer where agreeable. In al- in the growing, buying, handling and wri 
sionary and benevolent work. We have most every instance consent was given, preserving of milk by Borden’s Con- day 
been able to do but little since the fire.” even Catholics welcoming religious ser- densed Milk Co. It + 
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THE FILLMORE BROS. 


fill up. 


Gibson City, Ill., 










ready for a change. 
which could take its place. 
when the books came crisp and new from the bindery. 
to congratulate you upon the great success you have had 
with this excellent collection. 





what is better, many orders for the book. 
us about this, or any music you are interested in. 
ments now, and can serve you well. 


THE!|FILLMORE BROS. CO., 528 Elm St, Cincinnati, Ohio 


An Open Letter. 


cO., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


GENTLEMEN:--I have had charge of church choirs and. have 
done special choir work for the past seventeen years. 
past ten years I have used your 
say without reserve that it is one of the best all-round 
collections of hymns I have ever used or seen. 
the qualities that live, 
very little of that worthless ‘‘logwood’’ 
After ten years of constant use, 
I do not know of a book in the market 
Its music is as dear to me as 


i » 


Jan. 20, 1904. 


THE PRAISE HYMNAL publishers receive many letters of similar import; and, 
It is the best book for churches to use. 
We have all sorts of music and instru- 


‘* Praise Hymnal,’’ 


the music of the better class, and 
commonly used to 
my church is not 


Yours respectfully, 
LOWRY, Chorister, 






The 
and I can 


It has in it 


Allow me 


Christian Church. 


Write 

















EVANGELUISTIC NOTES 
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Phillip Evans has accepted the minis- 
try of the church at Murphysboro, III. 

J. L. Thompson, Peru, Ind., reports 
sixteen added at regular services during 
month of February. 

E. A. Cole, Washington, Pa., assisting 
in a meeting in Laboratory. Eight con- 
fessions. Meeting continues. 

T. F. Richardson, Martinton, IIl., re- 
ports a meeting closed at Donovan with 
six additions; two confessions. 

E. E. Cowperthwaite, Wilkesbarre, 
Penn., reports eight confessions. Audi- 
ences are growing and the outlook is en- 
couraging. 

Lowell C. McPherson, Havana, Cuba, 
reports ten accessions recently and as 
many more are expected in a short time. 

J. W. Kilborn, Keokuk, is preaching a 
series of Sunday evening sermons on 
“The Old Time Religion.” One confes- 
sion recently. 

Charles E. McVay, who is singing in a 
meeting at Carbondale, Ill., will assist 
Samuel Gregg in a meetting at Corning, 
Iowa, in March. 

O. A. Adams, Valparaiso, Neb., writes: 
Melvin Putnam and Sister Egbert are 
holding us a splendid meeting. Seven 
additions first ten days. 

W. TT. Adams, Waitsburg, Wash., 
writes: “Five weeks’ meeting closed Sun- 
day. Forty-nine added; 33 confessions. 
It was a splendid meeting. 


H. E. Stevens, Van Wert, O., reports 


four confessions. Work steadily increas- 
ing. 

E. W. Yocum, Mt. Grove, Mo., closed 
a meeting at Antler with 36 additions. A 
congregation was organized and they are 
preparing to call a pastor. 

A. B. Moore of Alliance, Ohio, is doing 
an excellent work. We learn from a pri- 
vate letter that the audiences are large 
and the church is growing. 

R. H. Crossfield, Owensboro, Ky., has 
closed a meeting of one week with thir- 
ty-seven additions. This is the seventh 
meeting with home forces in eight years. 

Hugh T. Morrison has done a very 
fine work at Dayton, Wash. Over 150 
were added to the church. His present 
address is 411 EB. Jackson street, Spring- 
field, Il. 

Evangelist F. A. Bright has closed a 
four weeks’ meeting with the Third 
church, A. M. Chisholm, pastor. There 
were thirty-two additions; twenty-three 
by baptism. 

Lee P. Builta, who was pastor at 
Greenwood, Neb., last year, is now lo- 
eated at Arrowsmith, Ill. Evangelist 
Bennett has closed a meeting with 91 
additions, mostly confessions. 

Will F. Shaw, Charleston, Ill., writes: 
Allen Wilson began fourth week last 
Sunday. Over 500 has been the smaill- 
est attendance any night. Ninety (90) 
have responded to the gospel invitation. 

R. A. Harding, Smith Center, Kan., re- 
ports meeting closed with 23 additions; 
fourteen baptisms. He was assisted by 
Evangelists C. A. Hill and wife of Ohio. 
A fine work was done and their work is 
highly commended. 


Dr. Rijnhart in Japan. 

This week I stayed over to give lec- 
tures at several colleges—one at the 
Woman’s University to over six hundred 
young women. We visited the university 
in the morning and were shown the dif- 
ferent class-rooms, laboratory and dormi- 
tory. Everything was strictly up-to-date 
and exceedingly neat and clean. The 
flower gardens were beautiful, and the 
president said the girls did all the gar- 
dening. We were the guests of the pres- 
ident that day, and our lunch was a most 
excellent one, all prepared in foreign 
style, as well served as could possibly be, 
done by the best trained servants in the 
home land. 

After I spoke that day, the Buddhist 
priest who went to Lhasa delivered a 
lecture. Miss Johnson followed him, and 
says it was really wonderful. After he 
had talked about the natives he said that 
though he had been told not to talk 
about religion, he felt that he must ex- 
hort them, that he had had a long talk 
with me last week, and the most remark- 
able thing to him was that, though the 
natives had slain my husband, I still 
loved them and wanted to go back to 
help them. He went on to say: “Jesus 
Christ taught that we should love our 
enemies. This good woman does love 
her enemies. Buddha also said ‘Love your 
enemies,’ but we only say it with our 
lips. She lives it in her life. Saying 
these words with out lips and not carry- 
ing them out in our lives is like a doll 
dressed up and talking through a phono- 
graph.” Then he continued to exhort 
the girls to live for others, etc. It is dif- 
ficult to say what all this may result in. 
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I earn a living by teaching English in 
the Noble's school. 
sion expenses I received $2,151. The 
Tokyo Christian has a circulation of over 
six thousand. My health is perfect.—W. 
D. Cunningham, Tokio, Japan. 

F. W. Collins, formerly of Prescoct, in 
this state, began his work in West Lib- 
erty, Iowa, in September after the re- 
moval of G. W. Birch, who served us for 
nearly six years, to Pittsburgh, Kansas. 
Bro. Collins is able, scholarly and an un- 
tiring worker, who has already won a 
warm place in the affections of our peo- 
ple. He held a three weeks’ meeting in 
January, assisted by Bro. Chas. H. Mc- 
Vay of Lincoln, Neb., as song leader. The 
influence of the meeting was good. Ev- 
ery indication of a successful year’s 
work. Sister Collins is in successful 
charge of the Junior Endeavor work, tak- 
ing Sister Birch’s place in this field. 

W. W. McClun. 





We recently closed a successful four 
weeks’ meeting here with fifty-four ac- 
cessions to the church, forty-seven by 
baptism. Until the severe weather 
struck us we had eight to nine hundred 
people nightly in attendance. The Chris- 
tian church has the largest audiences in 
the city. J. P. Garmong of Des Moines 
led the music. He is a good all round 
helper. A question box was used and 
the large list of questions (up to the 
hundreds) covering a wide range of 





A HOMELY ILLUSTRATION. 

When you get a sliver in your finger, 
the sensation is anything but pleasant. 
Allow it to remain long enough and it 
will fester and give you a lot of trouble. 
Remove the cause and the pain will stop. 

It's the same way with your whole 
body. When your head aches, it is na- 
ture’s message sent from the stomach to 
the brain. Every throb is but a click 
in the message whose letters spell “dan- 
ger—send relief.” Some people, when 
they get a headache, rush to the drug 
store and swallow some powerful tablet 
or powder which sets the heart to 
thumping and the blood racing around 
the body at a terrific rate. Do you? 
Other people take strong purgatives 
which rip and tear through stomach and 
bowels, leaving them irritated and sore. 
Do you? Still other people take Vernal 
Palmettona (formerly known as Vernal 
Saw Palmetto Berry Wine.) It is a sen- 
sible remedy to use. It removes the 
cause of the trouble. It helps the stom- 
ach and bowels to get rid of poisonous 
waste matter by stimulating their nat- 
ural muscular action. It tones up and 
strengthens the nerves; it enriches the 
blood and builds up hard healthy tissues. 
Only one small dose a day is required 
to permanently cure ailments of stom- 
ach, liver, bowels, heart, kidneys and 
blood. Try it before you buy. Write us 
for a free sample bottle. It will do you 
good. Promptly sent postpaid. For- 
mula sent in every package. Address, 
Vernal Remedy Co., 526 Seneca Building, 
Buffalo, N. Y. Sold at all druggists. 


For building and mis- 


thought were propounded. I am con- 
vinced that the people do not yet under- 
stand our position. My experience is, 
that as they come to know it they. are led 
to admire and love it. How much of 
bad feeling there is in the world because 
of misunderstanding. Let us stand firm- 
ly and uncompromisingly for the truth— 
proclaiming it in love and God will bless 
us exceedingly abundant above what we 
ask or think.—Fraternally, J. Will Wal- 
ters, Minister, Webster City, Ia. 





Entered Into Life. 

Mrs. Alice Dustman Pike entered into 
life Jan. 18, 1904. In early life she be- 
came a Methodist, attended school at 
Mt. Union college, Alliance, O., where 
she ment Grant E. Pike, to whom she 
was married Feb. 18, 1890. Two little 
girls brightened their home, both of 
whom are now Christians. At New Bal- 
timore, where Bro. Pike ministered, Mrs. 
Pike became a “Christian only” and was 
a faithful co-laborer with her husband in 
God's work. For six years she has been 
a sufferer from consumption. Ashville, 
N. C., and Texas failed to afford relief. 
At the time of her death Bro. Pike and 
the two daughters were afflicted with 
scarlet fever. Not until February had 
they sufficiently recovered to attend the 
funeral exercises which were briefly con- 
ducted at the church in Alliance. The 
body was then taken to Lisbon, where 
concluding services were held, conduct- 
ed by C. M. Rice and the Methodist min- 


ister. “Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord.” A. B. Moore. 
Alliance, O. 


Illinois Notes. 

The first district board, backed by the 
support of every church in the district, 
has opened the new fields of Polo and 
Dekalb, with an organization of 43 mem- 
bers at Polo and the Baptist church 
rented for a year and $45.00 a month 
raised on the pastor’s salary. Harold E. 
Monser of Missouri was the evangelist. 
He is just beginning at Dekalb and 
writes that there are so far 13 disciples 
in the city and that a church will be or- 
ganized with at least 25 or 30 members 
within a short time. They are meeting 
in the opera house at present. These 
places may receive some support from 
our northern Illinois Bible school mis- 
sionary in the near future. There are 
less than 20 churches in these northern 
counties and their example in undertak- 
ing so large a work in one year if fol- 
lowed by the other seven districts in 
the state would result in the organiza- 
tion of at least fifty congregations this 
year. Why may we not do this? It lies 
with the brethren. 

There have been five added to the 
Kewanee church since January first, one 
of whom was by baptism, one from Free- 
Will Baptists. The church was asked 
for $10.00 for state missions and sent to 
J. P. Darst, treasurer $11.35. They are 
observing our missionary days although 
paying the balance of their church debt, 
$2,000.00 yet remaining. The church 
was organized three years ago as a mis- 
sion with 14 members, and now numbers 
over 200. It is one of the fruits of our 
state missionary service and supported 
by offerings from a few [Illinois Bible 
schools. Had all contributed on the ra- 
tio of those giving we could have had 
going toward self-sustaining churches at 


—— 


least 20 where we now have but roe 


direct results of this effort. Will 

every one seeing these words lay this: 
before their schools and urge an offew 
ing sent immediately to our treasury? © 

The third district convention is ap 
nounced for Cuba, Fulton county, May 
24-26. G. B. Van’ Arsdall, Peoria, i» 
president and S. H. Zendt is secretary 
and lives at Canton. 

Charles C. Harl, formerly of lowa, 
preaches for the Wyoming and Woodhulj 
churches. 

S. P. Telford has moved from Dallas 
City to Toluca and is enjoying his new: 
pastorate with good prospects. 

Our southern Illinois Bible school mig 
sionary, M. McFarland, Granite City, ig 
building up a very promising church ig 
that lively town. The church numbers 
over 100 members and grows apace. 
The schools have not overwhelmed our 
treasury so far with their offerings. 

Kewanee. A. C. Roach. 





ILLINOIS CAMPAIGN OPENS. 





Candidates for the Legislature An 
nounced In Many  Districts—Liquor 
Men Alarmed and Trying to Pledge 
Prospective Legislators — Politicians 
Have Wholesome Respect for Anti-Sa 
loon League. 
The work done during the next three 

months will largely determine the action 

that will be taken upon the local option 
bill by the next Illinois General Assem- 
bly, which convenes the 4th of January, 

1905. 

In a number of the districts candidates 
for the nomination are already an- 
nounced. In many others they are doing 
preliminary work preparatory to an- 
nourcement. Within three months most 
of the county conventions will have been 
held, and the delegates to the senatorial 
conventions will be selected. 

The liquor men are awake to the im- 
portance of the situation. The Cham- 
pion of Fair Play, their official organ 





published in Chicago, in the issue of 
February 20th, raises the following bat- 
tle cry: “To Arms! To Arms!” “Let 


every saloon keeper buckle on the ar 
mor;” and for the purpose of stirring up 
the saloon keepers says that the Anti- 
Saloon League is trying to elect mem- 
bers of the legislature who are pledged 





Cane‘r Cured by Anointing With Oil. 

The Dr. D. M. Bye Co., of Indianapolis, have per- 
fected a combination of oils which act specifically on 
malignant growths. All forms of cancers and tumors 
(internal and external), also piles, fistula, skin diseases, 
etc., successfully treated. Don't trifle with life; write 
at once for free books giving particulars and indisput 
able evidence. Address DR. D. M. BYE CO., Draw 
er 505, Indianapolis, Ind. 





Cures Rheumatic 


and gouty aches 
and pains. 


Expels excess 
of uric acid. 
Sold on its merits 
Jor 60 years. 
Contains no narcotics or heart depressants, but 
in a simple, natural and pleasant way carries off 
theumatic and gouty poisons fiom the blood by a 
gentle but efficient action on the pores, kidneys and 
bowels. Cannot harm—can't lx (p but help. A postal wi! 
bring pamphlet. At druggists, S@c. 2 @1 or by mail from 
THE TARRANT CO., 21 Jay St., New York. 
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For'| Over 60 Years 


= Mrs. Winsiow’s 
Soothing Syrup 


has been used for over SIXTY 

YEARS by MILLIONS of Mothers 
= for their CHILDREN while ec 
ING, with perfect succ IT 
SOOTHES the CHILD, ‘SOFTENS 
the GUMS; ALLAYS’ all pain, 
CURES WIND COLIC, and is the 
best remedy for DIARRHGEA. Sold 
by Druggists in wey rt of the 
world. E sure and for Mrs. 
Winslow's Soothing Syren and take 
= no ol other kind. 25 Cents a Bottle. 
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‘We ase Geten to the 


Christian Endeavor Hotel, 
World’s Fair, St. Louls 

* Decause it will be headquarters during the Exposition 

tor Christian People, Educators and friends of morality. 

The hotel is located at the Fair Grounds, with street cars 


rect from Unien Station. Built for safety and com- 
fort. Hotel capacity 3,000. Auditorium capacity 3,000. 
Racked by men of highest st: andicg ani endorsed by the 
Clergy and World’s Fair officials. Now is the time to 
arrange for reduced rates. Send for il!ust’d booklet giving 
particulars. Tell your friends about it. Address at once, 
Christian Endeavor Hotel and Auditorium Co., 
Chemical Building, St. Louis, Mo. 











All mothers of daughters sheuld write to Mrs. 
M. Summers, Notre Dame, Ind., foms free copy 
of her “ Advice to Mothers.” See ad. in this paper. 









AMBRIGA 


FOR GHRISI 


The American Christian Mission- 
ary Seciety calls attention to the 
vast need of our beloved country, 
Three-fourths of the land its mis- 
sionary territory to us. Ours is the 
plea which presents the gospel as 
the power of God unte salvation. 
There never was a time when our 
plea was more gladly received or 
more produetive of immediate re- 
sults. In thirteen weeks, since the 
Detroit Convention, 


21,229 Baptisms Have 
Been Reported 


through regular channels. Add te 
this 1,459 whe have come to us from 
the denominations. and we have a 
total of 22,688 additions in thirteen 
weeks, or an average of 1,745 per 
week. 

We can be said to have firmly es- 
tablished the cause in but eight 
states. In nearly all the other states 
our cause is still in its infancy and 
ean not live without heip. More 
than $50,000 additional appropria- 
tions have been asked for already 
this year. This in the face of the 
fact that but $56,000 of last year’s 
income was available for mission 
work. 

The Home Board is asking of the 
brethren $200,000 this year, for 
pressing needs. 

The Corresponding Secretary asks 
that this great work shall be given 
its rightful place in the hearts and 
the help of the brotherhood. The 
Board is planning wisely and broad- 
ly. They ask the preachers to join 
with them in a mighty forward 
movement. May is the date of con- 
certed action. Shall we prepare for 
it? Write us your heart. 


BENJAMIN L. SMITH, } 
GEO. B. RANSHAW, —) Secretaries 


American Christian Missionary Society 


Y. MI. C. A. Bidg.. Cincinnati, oO. 


to support the local option bill, which, 
if passed, “will drive thousands of saloon 
keepers in [Illinois out of business.” It 
says that State President Maiwurm of 
the Saloon Keepers’ Protective Associa- 
tion will shortly make a tour of the 
state. 

We have already had some instances 
reliably reported to us of the attempts 
of the saloon men to pledge candidates 
against the local option bill. 

The Chicago “Record-Herald” editori- 
ally pointed out last fall, on the occa- 
sion of our great union meeting in Chi- 
cago, that the only reasonable chance 
of securing the bill is to go into practical 
politics and bring out for nomination 
men who, ‘as a matter of principle, are 
favorable to the kind of legislation de- 
and then elect them. 

Our complete pamphlet, “The Struggle 
for Local Option in Illinois,” is indis- 
pensable to every person who wants to 
fight effectively for the passage of the 
local option bill and will be sent free 
to any person upon receipt of 4c in 
stamps to cover the cost of mailing. 

Certain politicians who voted wrong 
have been to our office to square them- 
selves. Others who expect to run have 
come in to see if they could count upon 


sired, 


support. Still others who voted right 
are asking for certificates of ‘moral 
character.” The people are beginning 


to take this seriously and we can win 


if we will hold the advantage already 
gained. 


We shall try to be practical and will 
rot attempt the impossible. We are an 
agency and our efficiency in this matter 
will depend entirely upon the people who 
are our constituency and make up the 
movement. If the bill fails to pass at 
the next session it will be solely be- 
cause our admonition, which was as 
loud as the money at hand could make 
it, was unheeded and the liquor men 
were allowed to steal] the legislature in 
advance. The Christian people have 
gone too far in this fight,to retreat and 
they must fight or be disgraced. 

THE FIGHT IS NOW ON and the 
only problematic element is whether we 
can get enough of our natural consti- 
tuency out of cold storage in time to take 
part in anything besides the spectacular 
erd of it, which does not count on a roll 
eall. 

If you are a pastor we raise with you, 
here and now, the question whether you 
have begun by bringing before your 
church the question of appointing a 
committee and of officially committing 
your church to permanent support of the 
movement. A list of those churches 
which have rot done so would make 
surprising reading. 

If you are a layman we desire to raise 
with you the question whether you are 
one of the men who are not paying the 
pastor’s salary, so that he feels afraid to 
have the church commit itself to any- 
thing which involves a financial response 
for fear he will lose out. If the pastor 
is so busy that he does not think to 
bring up the question, send for our 
pamphlet to get the necessary informa- 
tion and bring it up yourself before the 
church at the proper time without fur- 
ther delay. 


What we havé@ said as to procedure 


in Illinois and the need of starting in 
time is equally applicable to this feder- 










Children 


with diseases of scalp or skin, 
or children that are constantly 
scratching, should be washed 
with hot water and Glenn’s 
Sulphur Soap. 

Pure sulphur is a s ific for 
skin diseases, and Glenn’s Sul- 
phur Soap is "the only sulphur 
soap worthy of the name. 
Used daily it prevents disease, 
Take only 


Glenn’s 
Sulphur Soap 


25c.a cake at drug stores, or mailed 
for 30c. by The Charles N. Crittenton 
Co., 115 Fulton Street, New York. 
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PEWS— PULPITS 








individual Communion = 


Made of several ma- 
terials and in de- 
signs, including - 
lecting tray. 


Send for f ~~. 2 
end catelogue » 2e 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Megr., 
256 and 258 Washington St., BOSTON, MASS. 














IC PATE 
NICKEL Pare. 


Offers Three Express Trains 
Every Day Between 


CHICAGO 
And all Points EAST 


Through Cleveland and Buffalo, 


Through Sleeping Cars, Day Coaches and Dining 
Cars. Individual Club Meals, ranging in Price 
from 35c to $1.00; also service a la carte. 
Mid-day Luncheon 50 cents. 


CHICAGO DEPOT: La Salle Street Station. 

CITY TICKET OFFICE: 111 Adams Street. 
JOHN Y. CALAHAN, General Agent, 

113 Adams St., Room 298, CHICAGO 














ated church work in every other state, 
whether the issue be state wide or local, 
and the object legislation or law en- 
forcement. Get into touch with the 
management of your State League and 
“get busy” according to its plans, or else 
take enough interest to secure a manage- 
ment whose leadership your are willing 
to follow. Wm. H. Anderson, 

Superintendent Anti-Saloon League of 

Illinois. 
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$5 A Day LT Scott, boom 





THROUGH 
FLORIDA SLEEPER 


Leaves Chicago 1 p. m. daily 
except Sunday, over “big 
Four Route” through Indian- 
epolis, Cincinnati, Chatta- 
nooga, Atlanta and Jackson- 
ville to St. Augustine, the 
finest winter resort in the 
world. 


ONLY ONE NIGHT OUT 


Other “Big Four” trains leave 
Chicago 9a m. and 8:30 p. m. 
for all points south. For 
rates, reservations, etc. ,callon 


J. C. TUCKER, 
Gen. Nor. Agt. 


238 Ciark Street Chicago Iil. 








ILLINOIS CENTRAL 





Ruas Two Solid-Vestibuled Trains Daily 


MOND (APEC 
AYLIGHT «SPECIAL 


DAY TRAIN 
between Chicago and St. Louis. 


Free Reclining Chair Cars, Parlor Cars, Pullman 
Drawing Room and Buffet Sleeping Cars, Buffet- 
Library-Smoking Car and Dining Car. See that 
your ticket between Chicago and St. Louis Reads 
via Illinois Central Railroad. 

It can be obtained of your local ticket agent. 

A. H. HANSON. G,P.A., 111 Cent. R.R.,Chicago, Ill. 
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« BEST SERVICE OFFERED.” 


WINTER RESORTS iv vinarma 


HOT SPRINGS AND 
OLD PT. COMFORT 


“HOW IN PULL BLAST.” 


Lecated en the Chesapeake end 
Ohie R’y, offer Superior Advan- 
tages to the Mealth and Pleasure 
Seeker, For Excursion Rates, 
Descriptive Books, etc., address 


I. P. SPINING, N. W. P. Agent, 

















Chesapeake & Ohio R’y. 
Or J. D. POTTS, 238 Clark St., 
A.G.P. A.C. &O. R’y. CHICAGO, 
Cincinnati, On10. ILL, 











SOME FEATURES of the CONGRESS 


1. Prominence given to the mission of 
the Disciples. 

One of the most interesting subjects to 
the Disciples of Christ after nearly one 
hundred years of history back of them, 
is their place and mission in the modern 
religious world. They have never been 
wanting in a certain cosciousess of im- 
portace, a feeling of election under the 
divine providence to a peculiar work in 
the church of God, but inquiry in the 
last few years as to whether they were 
doing all they could, were taking advant- 
age of all the opportunities at hand, to 
fulfill their chosen destiny in the world 
has made it one of the burning questions 
among them to-day. The program com- 
mittee has allotted a large place to the 
discussion and treatment of this highly 
important theme. It will be found that 
this question is the one uppermost in the 
program of the coming congress. It in- 
volves the question of their usefulness 
and effectiveness in the religious life of 
the day. They cannot afford to be in- 
different to the serious problems of con- 
tinued usefulness under the ever chang- 
ing conditions of religious thought and 
life. It would be suicidal to treat the 
question of modification and adjustment 
to a growing world as a closed question. 
Every wideawake pastor is deeply inter- 
ested in knowing how he can increase 
the fruitfulness of his ministry among 
the Disciples. 


2. More time allowed for discussion. 

It has been the feeling in former con- 
gresses that too little time was allowed 
by the committee for the discussion of 
papers. No sooner did the delegates get 
launched into the discussion than time 
was called. Just when everybody was 
aroused to the import and value of the 
subject it was dropped very frequently. 
The committee has assigned but one sub- 
ject to a session at the coming congress; 
has limited the time of the principal 
paper to one hour and the reviews to 
fifteen minutes each and has given all 
the rest of the half-day session to dis- 
cussion. The men who come to the con- 
gress and take part in it are after the 
truth, all the truth and nothing but the 
truth. Not a man is afraid that too much 
truth will get out. It sometimes takes 
time, and much time, to get at all the 
truth. There is no better method to sift 
truth from error than by earnest and 
brotherly discussion. The congress is 
an open parliament, a forum of the peo- 
ple. The persons on the program simply 
start it going and give it direction. 
They commence and do not complete the 
program. It has been felt that the pro- 
grams at former congresses were so 
filled with prepared speeches as to cut 
off liberty of discussion, and make them 
closed if not packed conferences. No 
such thought was in the mind of pre- 
vious committees, but the effect was 
that of hurry and restraint. 

3. Personnel of program. 

The program of the coming congress 
is in every respect up to the standard of 
former programs, in character, intellect- 
ual strength and representativeness. 
The men who are to take the leading 
places on the program have been chosen 
because they were recognized as emi- 
nently capable of dealing with the sub- 
jects in hand. Every one has a national 
reputation for some kind of efficiency as 








Run Down 


me ony ay and ailing people who feel 
unable to cope with winter's hard- 
ships, will find that bracing and 
beneficial results attend a visit 


To French Lick 


West Baden Springs 


Nowhere will you find more health- 
ful waters for sufferers from kidney, 
liver or stomach troubles. They 
purify the system— restore it to 
health and energy. Plenty of social 
enjoyment. 


MONON ROUTE 


wae Jemanarous « foursenit Rasimar | 












Excursion rates and good train ser 
ice from all parts of the country. 


Superb otel Accommodations. 


Booklet telling all about the waters 
and giving list of hotels and board- 
ing houses, with the.r rates pent free. 


FRANK J. REED, 
Gen. Pass. Agt , 
CHICAGO. 


CHAS. H. ROCKWELL, 
Traffic Manager, 








California 
Oregon and 
Washington 


with similarly low rates to Utah,ldaho, 
Wyoming and Montana points, from 
Chicago daily during March and April. 

Corresponding low rates from other 
points. 

Daily and Personally Conducted 
Excursions in Pullman tourist sleep- 
ing cars to San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and Portland without change; Double 
Berth only $7. Fast through trains. 


Choice of Routes. 


Rates and full information on application to 
S. A. Hutchison, Manager, 


North Western- 
Union Pacific Excursions 
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a rare opportunity to meet personally 
and hear freely and often the men ac- 
counted as leaders among us. The con- 
gress spreads the intellectual feast of 





the year, as the general convention 
spreads the missionary and spiritual 
} feast of the year. It behooves every pas- 


tor to get in touch with this vital cur- 


rent. 
Errett Gates, Secretary. © 





Nebraska Secretary’s Letter. 


Brother Forell reports a good Bible 
school in operation at Hampton, where 
he recently held a meeting and re-estab- 
lished the church. J. E. Wilson had 9 
additions at Firth. Has accepted a call 
to the pastorate of the Belvidere church, 
beginning March 6th. Brother Swander 
reports one more baptism at North 
Platte since the meéting held by Brother 
Ogden. J. S. Miller has been clearing 
up the matter of the ownership of the 
building at Edison, finding that it is un- 
equivocally the property of the Church 
of Christ. A. C. Corbin will be with him 
in the meeting on March 6th. Simpson 
Ely is to hold a meeting at Pawnee City 
in March or April. T. A. Lindenmeyer 
is the pastor. O. L. Adams of Iowa has 
been called to the work at Overton and 
will begin March 6th. C. EB. Davis of 
| Kansas City is in correspondence with 








Red Cloud. J. W. Hilton reports 49 ad- 
ditions to the Bethany congregation in 
his meeting now in progress. Will prob- 
ably not close until March 6th. The 
secretary visited Red Cloud on the 14th 
of February. This church has been pas- 
torless for some time and is correspond- 
ingly depressed. They have a good Bible 
school, and are planning to locate a 
preacher and go forward. It was my 
pleasure to make brief calls on the pas- 
tor of the Fairbury congregation, Broth- 
er Holmes. They have put in steam 
heat and so decorated their house as to 
make it a beautiful structure inside as 
well as outside. One will go far before 
finding as fine a house. It is probably 
a tie between Fairbury and Grand Island 
as to which has the better house. Since 
the latter has rebuilt they have a beau- 
tiful auditorium. Brother Doward has a 
growing work on his hands there, and 
the people in this and other states that 
have contributed to the fund for the 
purchase of the building, may be well 
contented with the investment. The work 
is progressing satisfactorily also, which 
is the vital thing. I was called to Ord 
to look after the matter of caring fer 
some young people who had in a recent 
union meeting, signified an intention to 
enter the Christian church. A meeting 
of eight days resulted in receiving 13 
from this source out of 22 names, and 
adding 10 others to the church and one 





An Easy Way to Make Money 


I have made $560.00 in 80 days selling Dishwashers. 
I did my housework at the same time. I don’t can 
vass. People come or send for the Dish-washers. I 
handle the Mound City Dish-washer. It is the best on 
the market. It is lovely to sell. It washes and dries 
the dishes perfectly in two minutes. Every lady who 
sees it wants one. I will devote all my future time to 
the business and expect to clear $4,000.00 this year. 
Any intelligent person can do as well as I have done. 
Write for particulars to the Mound City ao 
Co., St. Louis, Mo, MRS. W. 
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pastor, teacher, educator or thinker. a 
a The congress has always attracted in 
the body of delegates the most eminent SISTER: READ ay FREE OFFER 
workers among the Disciples. It affords 
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I understand that the Santa Fe will sell one-way 


California 


during March and April at very low rates: 


from Chicago and 
$25 from Kansas City 
Please advise me full particulars 
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Santa Fe Railway, Chicago. 











probationer of the M. E. church bap 
tized. In all there were 20 baptisms, 
and three received by letter. This 
church has some splendid people in its 
membership, and needs a good preacher 
badly. County seat of Valley county, 
and in a fertile valley. I will visit the 
Omaha City Mission at 24th and Ames 
avenue Feb. 28th. This work is now in 
charge of Brother C. A. Lyman. A. L. 
Ogden is at Alma at this writing. Will 
likely go next to Bee for a short meet- 
ing. J. W. Walker has tendered his 
resignation at Wakefield to take effect 
soon. 8S. A. Kopp is holding a meeting 
at Magnet, assisted by Fred Barnard. O. 
A. Truman closes his work at Fairfield 
March ist. The Pulpit Supply Commit- 
tee has been working diligently to ob- 
tain a supply of competent men to meet 
the demands made upon them by pastor- 
less churches. This has proven to be a 
task of unusual difficulty. Our churches 
are asking for increased ability, and are 
not offering an advance of salary. In 
some instances this is impossible. In 


HYMN BOOKS—FREE 


Trial. If not satisfactory at end of month return and 
we will refund your money. “Best Hymns, No, 3’’ 
just out. Returnable co PY and particulars sent on re- 
quest. THE EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING CO., Chicago. 





others, perhaps, it would not be difficult 
to raise a proper remuneration if the 
well-to-do members would make as much 
or half as much “sacrifice” as they want 
the incoming preacher to make. In 
some instances there seems to be a gen- 
erous willingness to let the preacher 
make all the sacrifices. Are you doing 
your part to help the foreign work re 
ceive its $250,000 this year? Bvery 
church in Nebraska should remember 
this work. It is God’s work as well as 
the loca] work, and we may not neglect 
it and be blameless. March is the 
month! W. A. Baldwin. 
Lincoln, Neb. 


A FINE KIDNEY REMEDY 


Mr. A. S. Hitohcock, East Hampton, Conn. » (The 
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Ten Thousand Dottars Worth or Books 


Costing from $5.00 to 50cts. each, furnished our readers during March, | 
at large discounts, or given in exchange for service in securing 
new subscriptions. Below we give samples of titles and prices. Some 
of the titles will soon be exhausted. FIRST COME FIRST SERVED. 


SAMPLE TITLES AND PRICES 


We can furnish you the following books at 50¢ discount: 
"Faith & Criticism," by Adeny, Horton, Stead and others — $2.00 $1. 
"Sermons & Addresses," by F. W. Farrar, _ _ 2.00 l. 
"Life & Works of the Redeemer," by twelve authors, 
Abbott, Stalker, Fairbairn and others, _ 2.00 
"The Grounds of Theistic & Christian belief," by Fisher, 2.50 
The following books at $1.25 each we can 
furnish you at 50c each, or 60¢ discount: 
"Children of God” and other Sermons, by E. A. Stuart, —- .25 .50 
"Christ in the Centuries" and other Sermons, by 
Fairbairn, _ = - _ - = 3.235 .50 
"Vision & Duty" and other Sermons, by Chas. A. Berry, — 1.25 50 
"Inspiration of the Bible," by R. F. Horton, ~_ _ 1.25 . 50 
We will send you any of these $1.25 books free for one new 
subscription to The Christian Century at the one dollar rate. 
We can also furnish you hundreds of other titles at from 30¢ 
to 50¢ discount. Terms are cash. Add five two cent stamps for pos— 
tage on each book. 


Ghe Christian Century Company 

















FREE to any Pastor who will send us 25 new subscriptions at the special $1 rate 


Ghe EXPOSITOR’S BIBLE 


TWENTY-FIVE LARGE VOLUMES—A SUPERB LIBRARY 
GIVING EXPOSITIONS UPON THE ENTIRE BIBLE. 


This is not 4 cheap edition, but printed from the same plates as the Armstrong 
edition of forty-nine volumes at $1.50 per volume. 

Or we will send this valuable set of twenty-five volumes to any person sending 
us ten new subscriptions to the Christian Century at the special rate of $1.00 each 
and $10.00 cash additional. Ten annual subscriptions, and the twenty-five volumes 
for $20.00, or the commentary alone for $15.00 cash. Address, 


The Christian Century Co, 22? expo Street: 














